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CREATIVE WRITERS’ WORKSHOP 

The week following the conference, July 3-10, will give an opportunity for persons to 
remain at Green Lake in order to write and study under the competent leadership of experi- 
enced teachers. There will be some joint meetings, but the major portion of time will be 
devoted to individual work and personal conferences with the instructors. 


SCHOLARSHIPS 


A few scholarships are available for high school and college students interested in Chris- 
tian journalism. For further information, write to Dr. Robert G. Torbet, Judson Writers’ 
League, 1703 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


REGISTRATION FEES 


First week: $10; both weeks: $15. (The second week is open only to those attending the first.) 


For Further Information, write to Dr. Benjamin P. Browne, Director, Christian Writers and Editors 
Conference, 1703 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


| 11th Annual Audio-Visual WORKSHOP ~Teem 


Theme: Functional Use of Audio-Visuals 


This Workshop Is Planned for Aug. 30-Sept. 4, 1954 
Staff Members of American Baptist Assembly, Green Lake, V 
: national denominational agencies Registration Fee: $20.00 
national interdenominational agencies 
® area or city denominational or interdenomina- 
tional agencies 


Members of committees and sections of the National PURPOSE OF THE WORKSHOP 
Council with special responsibility in audio-visual ; : : 
: P P y This Workshop is planned to provide 
education a ; 
time and resources, both of materials and 
Voluntary members of committees on audio-visual and leadership, for all who are seeking to use 
radio education of national, area, or city agencies new and better tools for achieving the 
(denominational or interdenominational). Christian mission. 


For further information, write to Miss Pearl Rosser, National Council of Churches, 79 E, 
Street, Chicago 3, Illinois. 
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TEACHING 


A Special Issue on: 


How the best teachers go about their work 


May 1954 


HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS of 
church school teachers give up their 
teaching assignments every year and 
have to be replaced. Some of this is 
necessary (illness, moving, other re- 
sponsibilities). Much of it is not neces- 
sary. Many resign because they do not 
enjoy teaching. Why? Many of them 
fail to enjoy it because they do not go 
about it the right way. Why? Because 
no one has ever shown them how to do 
it so as to get satisfying results. 


This adds up to a need for a concise 
guide to good teaching—a sort of 
blue print or road map to show how 
the most successful teachers get that 
way. It needs to be written so that it 
will inspire teachers to take a new grip 
on their work and go about it in such 
a way that they can expect good re- 
sults, 


This special issue of the JOURNAL’ 


is the result of an attempt to give a 
concise, helpful, inspiring picture of 
how good teaching is accomplished. It 
comes out of the actual experience of 
successful teachers. 


First an annotated outline was pre- 
pared and sent to successful church 
school teachers and a few professional 
leaders across the continent, for their 
criticism. Many helpful suggestions 
were received, and on the basis of 
these the outline was revised. The 
writing was then assigned to persons 
recommended by those lay advisors 
and by denominational leaders. 

The principles and practices de- 
scribed are valid for teaching of all 
age groups, though a few of them ap- 
ply especially to teaching children and 
youth. In some articles the references 
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and illustrations are drawn from work 
with children and youth, but the reader 
should have in mind always the appli- 
cation to teaching of any age group. 
In articles as short as these it is im- 
possible for the writers always to use il- 
lustrations for all ages. 


Teaching comes easy to very few 
persons. It could be much easier than 
it is if the teachers went about it in the 
right way. The purpose of this special 
issue is not to make teaching easy, but 
to make it easier for persons to teach 
well. The practices described in these 
articles bring deep satisfactions to 
teachers and lead almost inevitably to 
their doing better work than they 
could do without them. This means 
better Christian education for children, 
young people, and adults; fewer resig- 
nations by teachers; better support by 
the churches; better attendance; more 
vital churches. 


To this end, DESIGN FOR TEACH- 
ING is dedicated. 


Since every church will need extra copies of DESIGN FOR TEACHING, quan- 
tity prices are listed on the masthead and also on the order coupon, page 33. 


Now for the Using of It 


THERE ARE exciting possibilities for 
the use of this testimony from the lives 
of many successful teachers. 

Individual teachers will find it help- 
ful for measuring their own effective- 
ness. They will find it a guide to the 
correction of the flaws in their teach- 
ing practices and a challenge to thor- 
ough preparation. Churches will want 
to make copies available to all teach- 
ers, assistants, apprentices and teach- 
ers in training. 

Groups of teachers, in department- 
al meetings and in the monthly work- 
ers conferences, will find the material 
a basis for helpful and inspiring study 
and discussion. One denominational 
leader made the comment that in such 
meetings DESIGN FOR TEACHING 
could serve as a sort of “lap chart" to 
guide the study of good teaching pro- 
cedures. 


New teachers will find this issue of 
the JOURNAL a great aid in finding 
their way into teaching. Many a 
"prospective teacher" has turned away 
saying, “I just wouldn't know how to 
go about it." This graphic portrayal 
will show them the way. Ministers and 
superintendents will find it helpful in 
recruiting. 

All teachers will find it a guide in 
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their reading of books and other re- }, 
source materials. It will give them a | 
sense of direction, an understanding of | 
their own needs and of what other) 
study will help them most. 


Departmental and general superin- } 
tendents and supervisors will find it 
helpful in coaching teachers. I+ will} 
serve as a standard toward which to 
move. 

Students in colleges and seminaries | 
will-find in this issue a clear-cut picture } 
of good teaching practices. 

Teachers in leadership training | 
schools of all kinds and their students 
will find this special number helpful as | 
resource material. I+ will give them} 
that "now | see what you mean” un- 
derstanding of what makes good 
teaching happen. 

Religious education committees will’ 
find it helpful in planning, and in the 
interpretation of the Christian educa-| 
tion program to parents and to the 
church. 


Appreciation 


T HE EDITORS wish to express special | 
appreciation to the writers of this issue 
and to the artist, John R. Steiger. The | 
assignment to fourteen writers to write 
twenty articles so that they would flow | 
in smooth continuity was a difficult 
one. The work was well done in every! 
instance — promptly and graciously. 
Mr. Steiger developed a genuine im) 
terest in the purpose of this issue and 
gave excellent cooperation. 1 
We hope that DESIGN FORT 
TEACHING will inspire all who see it) 
to dedicate themselves to the teaching 
ministry of the church with new zest. 


‘HE FIRST THING essential in 
being an effective church school 
icher is to recognize the urgency 
the work. The teaching ministry 
the church is always important. 
today’s world it is almost the one 
pe in the struggle against forces 
at oppose every ideal of our Chris- 
n faith. 

Every thinking Christian parent 
ows that the most important thing 
can give his child is a dynamic 
ivistian faith. His best wish for his 
ild is for a faith that will take 
ssession of his whole life, make 
m unafraid of the future and keep 
m faithful no matter what’ comes. 


Parents look to the church school 
r help in providing their children 
th the fundamentals of this faith. 
vey want the church school to be 
ful in giving their children an 
derstanding of the Bible as the 
ord of God, and to provide leader- 
ip and inspiration that will open 
them a personal knowledge of 
sus Christ. 
How important, then, is the work 
the church school teacher! How 
important are the things that stand 
the way of bringing one’s best in 
eparation and dedication to the 
aching work of the church! 


For this task, we who are parents 
ould really be found standing in 
1e, waiting for a chance to teach. 
e would get to understand our own 
ildren and young people better 
hile teaching. We would be setting 
1 example to our children of what 
e want them to be in the church. 
e would be learning far more about 
e Bible and the Christian faith by 
ady, preparation and teaching, than 
‘ only going to church and listen- 
g. But most of all we would be 
ving creatively in unfolding to chil- 
en, youth, and adults the truths 
hich will have the greatest impact 
1 their lives of anything they will 
er learn. 
What could we do that would be 
Ore creative, more satisfying, or 
ore worth while than giving a part 
our time and energy to the task 
Christian education! The minis- 
7 of Christian education will always 
‘an opportunity to those who realize 
at the church of tomorrow is 
aped in the church school of today, 


ir. Kennedy is a teacher in the Junior De- 
‘tment, Chevy Chase Presbyterian Church, 
ington, D. C. 
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See Teaching as Important 


by Stephen J. Kennedy 


and who will dedicate a part of their 
lives to that future church. 


I recall vividly a church school 
teacher when I was a boy, who set 
the kind of example which we could 
all wish our children to have. She 
was a radiant personality, and a liv- 
ing spirit of Christian joy and faith. 
Everyone felt good in her presence. 
I am glad she found time, along with 
caring for eight children of her own 
and two adopted orphan children, to 
be our Sunday school teacher and 
superintendent. 

We want our boys and girls to grow 
up in the church, to take their places 
in it. We want them to be true to 
their faith when they go off to col- 
lege or into military service and to 
fee] when they return that the church 
is their spiritual home. We want 
them to love and respect it and to 
give it their best devotion as Chris- 


tian laymen. What they get in the 
church school will largely determine 
their attitude toward the church in 
later years. 

This is our opportunity as teachers 
—to give to the children and young 
people something of what the church 
has given us and to help adults con- 
tinue to grow. No task is more im- 
portant. It has a rightful claim on 
us and our time, 

Let us dedicate ourselves to what 
we really believe is the most import- 
ant thing that can be done for all 
persons—to make them aware of 
Christ; to help open their eyes to the 
stupendous fact that God was in 
Christ and to accept him as their 
Savior. Our prayer should be that 
God will help us to be aware of the 
importance of that task. Such an 
awareness is the first step in a faith- 
ful ministry of teaching. 
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Start with a Vital Faith 


by Edna Trickey 


NY CHURCH SGHOOL teach- 

er must have a personal faith 
that is worth sharing. No amount of 
printed materials can take the place 
of the teacher’s own Christian ex- 
perience and belief. Christian faith 
must be alive, abreast of the best 
thinking of Christian leaders, big 
enough to control the teacher’s own 
life, and clear cut enough that it can 
be shared with the members of a 
class of any age. 


We who are teachers find that one 
of the glories of teaching in the 
church is that we grow in the process. 
We learn more than we can share, 
developing a full, meaningful faith 
as we help others to grow in their 
Christian experience. Yet we must 
have a vital, clear faith even as we 
accept a first teaching assignment, 
and should believe that sharing it is 
important. We will become compe- 
tent teachers only as teaching is for 
us a growing in that faith. 


Mrs. Trickey is a teacher in the Plymouth 
Congregational Church of Des Moines, lowa. 
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Let us examine the requirements 
of a teacher in terms of faith in God, 
Jesus, Christian living, the Church, 
and the Bible. 

How about your faith in God? Is 
he real to you, someone you can 
thank for the fresh air of morning 
and the quiet of evening? Do you 
really believe that “The world is full 
of the loving-kindness of the Lord,” 
and can you feel that even in these 
anxious times, “God is standing in 
the shadow keeping watch above his 
own”? 

If you need to grow in your un- 
derstanding of God and in ways of 
helping members of your class to 
know him, read the chapter, “The 
Idea of God” from A Guide to Un- 
derstanding the Bible by Harry E. 
Fosdick and Tell Me About God by 
Mary Alice Jones. You might invite 
other teachers to read them and 
come together for an evening of 
growing faith and fellowship. 

And how do you honestly feel 
about Jesus? Does he just seem like 
someone who lived long ago, or is he 
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really your friend, your helper, youn) 
teacher, and redeemer? Can _ yovj 
make his story live for children and 
young people so that he is more chal. 
lenging than Hop-a-long Cassidy ane 
Superman? Does your daily living! 
show without doubt that you are 
Christian? Your pastor can lend you 
books on the various phases of thi 
life of Christ. Read them, and sit a. 
the feet of the Great Teacher. 


And what about your Christiai| 
living? Is the Holy Spirit working 
in you, making you a well adjustec 
person, able to make the classroom {| 
happy, inspiring place? Perhaps yov 
need to come early on Sunday an 
go into the church for prayer befor} 
meeting your class. The growinj 
teacher learns to open his life to th} 
Spirit and to accept the abundanij 
joyous living that can come only tha} 
way. 
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How well do you understand an} 
believe in the workings of you 
church? Do you know about mor 
than your own department? It woul 
be good for you to read a story ¢| 
your denomination, to discover hoy 
it fits into Christian history and t} 
understand its mission in the worl 
The Church of Our Fathers by Ro} 
and Bainton is a good beginning’ i| 
this field. Find out what your chure} 
is doing in mission work. Some ¢ 
the most exciting news of our time 
happening in missions and this neec} 
to be shared with members of you| 
class. Al 
And how about you and the Bible} 
Do you believe that it contains th) 
thoughts of God for men in our tim} 
as in ages past? Are you letting | 
be your source of strength throug) 
daily reading? You need to read |} 
far beyond the “lesson” you al 
teaching. The Revised Standard Vel 
sion will bring you and your cla 
fresh understanding of many pa 
sages of the Bible. If you teach chi 
dren, you will profit from readin 
The Use of the Bible with Childrei 
by Ethel Smither and The Story + 
the Bible for Boys and Girls, by Ru 
sell Bowie. 


No one can do justice to his teach 
ing by depending solely upon the cue 
riculum material prepared for th 
class plus the teacher’s guide. Bat 
of them must be a vital, growir 
faith, the teacher’s own, nourishe 
and disciplined in study, in prayé 
and in the practice of the Pre 
of God. 


xy Melba Petersen 


RS. HOLLINGSWORTH is one 

of the best teachers we have,” 

he church school superintendent said 
vith pride. 

Seeing the interest and enthusiasm 
f{ the members of her class, it was 
ot hard to understand that this was 
rue. Yet a few years before, when 
he was asked to teach, Mrs. Hol- 
ngsworth felt completely inadequate. 


What had made the difference? 


Mrs. Hollingsworth realized that if 
he church is to grow that growth 
vill take place to a large extent 
hrough the work of the church with 
ts children and young people. She 
vanted to be a part of this great 
vork and was willing to devote the 
lecessary time.to it. A first step in 
ler progress was the realization of 
ler own inadequacies and a deter- 
nination to become as well trained 
or the job as possible. 


The superintendent realized that 
t would be a mistake to thrust Mrs. 
follingsworth into teaching with no 
reparation. He had her start as the 
ssistant to an experienced teacher. 
The first few Sundays she was an 
bserver, watching what happened 
ut making no contribution of her 
wn. Each week she and the teacher 
f the class had a conference in which 


Mrs. Petersen is the part-time director of 
sligious education at the Stewart Ridge 
‘ommunity Church, Chicago, Illinois. 


fay, 1954 


she learned why certain methods 
were used, what materials were most 
valuable for these children and how 
to plan each unit and each session. 


As an assistant she was invited to 
all the workers’ conferences and she 
received copies of a magazine for 
teachers. Through fellowship with 
other teachers and by reading she 
began to see the possibilities of her 
job. 

Soon Mrs. Hollingsworth received 
a notice of a leadership training 
school. She eagerly read the descrip- 
tion of the courses. So many sounded 
good that it was hard to decide which 
one to take. After consultation with 
the superintendent she registered for 
one that would give her an insight 
into the ways in which persons learn 
and an understanding of teaching 
methods. 


The following weeks were busy 
ones—evenings in the classroom tak- 
ing notes, sharing ideas with other 
teachers, making lists of books for 
further study. The evenings between 
were filled with reading, study, and 
preparation of assignments. New vis- 
tas opened before her. By the end 
of the course she felt she wanted to 
try out some of her new ideas. 


she 


co-teacher. 


From assistant teacher was 
now promoted to be 
Sometimes the responsibility of the 
morning was shared, sometimes the 
group broke up into units with each 
teacher responsible for part of the 


work. Sometimes she had the class 
alone. The more she taught, the 
more Mrs. Hollingsworth realized 
that her training was only beginning. 
Each week brought new questions to 
her mind which would send her on a 
search for answers. Sometimes she 
found them in her Bible, sometimes 
in books and magazines, often in the 
times of meditation which she felt 
were necessary for her own spiritual 
growth. 

The next summer there was a lab- 
oratory school in her community and 
Mrs. Hollingsworth attended. There 
was a whole week of planning and 
teaching with more experienced sup- 
ervision than she had in her 
church. There were boys and girls 
like the ones in her class, eager and 
enthusiastic but needing direction. As 
she worked with them during the 
week she was made more aware of 
the importance of being a _ good 
teacher if she were to help lead them 
to understand the Christian way of 
life. 

As one looks at Mrs. Hollingsworth 
now, surrounded by the children in 
her own class, one sees the joy in 
her face that comes only from doing 
a creative job well. She is a good 
teacher, aware of her talents, but also 
aware of her need for more training. 
She doesn’t regret the time it takes 
to teach, or the time it takes to pre- 
pare to teach, for she realizes that 
only as her own growth continues 
can she lead others to grow. 
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Learn the Best Methods 


by W. A. Wittich 


ARY JEAN and Willie are 

walking to Sunday school. Both 
have just left comfortable homes of 
central heating, refrigerators, up- 
holstered furniture, radio, television, 
telephones, good books, and picture 
magazines. At the corner, a police 
officer halts a line of high powered, 
gleaming automobiles, and in the 
lull the youngsters hear the barking 
of a terrier and the whistle of a car- 
dinal. Life is vivid and real. 


The children enter the church 
rooms designed and furnished to be 
pleasing and attractive. The teacher 
leads the class in a study of Jesus’ 
boyhood, the village where he lived 
and the carpenter shop in which he 
played and helped his father. 

Within moments Mary Jean and 
Willie must leave today’s world, spin 
across 2,000 years and 8,000 miles, 
and orient their thinking to a cul- 
ture far different from their own. 
Can they possibly do this? 

Since the children cannot be 
whisked across time and space back 
into Jesus’ village to live and play 


Mr. Wittich is Director of the Bureau of 
Audio-Visual Instruction, University of Wis- 
consin, and is co-author with C. F. Schuller 
of “Audio-Visual Materials—Their Nature and 
Use," Harper & Brothers, 1953. 


with him, what can give them the 
nearest thing to that experience? 

Just talking to boys and girls about 
Jesus and his boyhood will not give 
them that experience. Stories, well 
told, will help, but are not enough. 
The teacher who does an effective 
job_of helping boys and girls, young 
people, or adults really understand 
the life and message of Jesus, must 
learn to use many- methods. 


It is easy for a church school teach- 
er to get into a habit of using only 
one, or two, or possibly three meth- 
ods. He feels secure when telling 
stories, for example, but never runs 
the risk involved in giving the class 
an opportunity to “play act” or 
dramatize some of the stories. He 
may feel secure in using pictures and 
maps but will not run the risk in- 
volved in letting the class draw their 
own to illustrate the “lessons.” 


Creative art, pictures, maps, table 
models of Palestinian scenes, good 
books well illustrated, puppets, mur- 
als, movie roll or “television rolls,” 
original slide pictures, dioramas, a 
frieze, and other teaching aids lend 
themselves to creative activity by the 
pupils and help them to visualize the 
experiences of 2,000 years ago. 

Creative dramatics is an activity 


. 
i 
with great educational value for all 
ages. A story or incident may bi 
play-acted without scenery, props, oil)” 
rehearsal. Members of a group may 
act out in pantomime or with speecl 
their ideas as to how the inciden|) 
happened. f 
Role playing is a way of “acting all, 
if’ the participants were the char) 
acters in a scene, departing fronjj 
themselves and becoming the charjy 
acters studied. It is one of the mos) 
helpful ways of experiencing wha 
we study or hear about. 4 
Conversation is a valuable teach} 
ing method with children; discussioi 
with older boys and girls, youth, ani) 
adults; panels, symposiums, debate|), 
with young people and adults. Thes 
sound simple but there is a real ski 
to be developed in the use of eac 
The best methods, with all age 
are those that provide opportuni 
for the members of a group to hav\y 
a creative experience through pall 
ticipation in the learning proces) 
Most is accomplished when that in| 
cludes participation in planning, pr 
paring for and conducting the pre|) 
gram, not just doing “assignments. 
The degree to which methods arly 
effective depends on how rich a grou} 
of experiences the learners are abl 
to have through the use of them. 
Good methods, well handled, ar||” 
indispensable to teaching. The teac 
er with a vital faith to share wil) 
want to learn the best ways of shar\y 
ing it. 


| 


| 
| 


t 
' 
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<now What Makes 
Tommy Tick 


y Bessie C. Rey 


TEACHER must have a vital 

faith and know methods for 
ommunicating it. But he must also 
now the pupils and their needs if 
ny real learning is to take place. 
Teachers who understand children 
nd young people do not think of 
hem as receptacles into which to 
our information. They work, rather, 
or individual development in Chris- 
an faith and behavior. 
Jimmy, a kindergarten child, was 
urge for his age and untidy in ap- 
earance. He was annoying—push- 
ag, slapping, snatching, and biting. 
The teacher approached the prob- 
*m by developing a friendly climate 
1 the classroom. An atmosphere of 
indness and consideration for others 
yas created through a variety of ac- 
wities. As they played and worked 
ogether Jimmy began to make friends 
ith a few of the children. One in 
articular returned his overtures and 
elped him learn to work and play 
1a friendly way. 
Jimmy’s mother was eager to help 
im but did not know what to do. 
“hrough conferences the leaders led 
er to see the importance of Jimmy’s 
eing clean, dressed like the other 
hildren, having some money of his 
wn, and having a minor physical 
bnormality corrected at the clinic. 
he did all this and greatly improved 
is home environment. She attended 
mothers’ study group to learn about 
ildren. 
The teacher planned many activi- 
es within Jimmy’s capacities. He 
e to feel secure in the group. He 
ad experiences which met his needs 
brought him attention and af- 
tion. He became better adjusted 
more secure. 
Tommy came into vacation school 
morning walking heavily, as 
ugh ready to give commands to 
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everyone. He was large, strong, and 
forceful in his movements. He would 
hit smaller children, pinch others, 
snatch a toy. He never talked to 
teachers or children, would not smile 
or show any signs of happiness. 

The teacher held conferences with 
the parents and with the grand- 
mother with whom the family lived. 
She discovered that the child had 
grown too fast and was extremely 
sensitive about it. He was jealous of 
his younger sister and was cruel to 
her. He had no friends his age or 
size to play with. The parents had 
some domestic problems. The grand- 
mother was very religious and con- 
cerned about Tommy’s “being good.” 

The teacher realized that these 
factors contributed to Tommy’s act- 
ing as he did. Evidently he felt great 
pressure bearing down on him but he 
could not fight the real cause of his 
difficulties so he fought smaller chil- 
dren. 

The teacher did not put more pres- 
sure on him. She offered Tommy 
opportunities to react in better ways 
to the world, arranged active outdoor 
games and provided large space to 
work in. She allowed adequate time 
to finish work. Tommy was included 
in trips in which children carried 
books and toys to be shared with 
other children or adults. 

Tommy did not change completely 
during vacation school, but he im- 
proved—hit less, talked and worked 
in a more friendly spirit. On the 
last day he was happy over the things 
he had made, and as he left he called 
a cheery “good-bye.” 

The teacher who understands chil- 
dren recognizes each one as an indi- 
vidual. Each differs from the others 
in physical appearance, mental alert- 
ness and capacities, knowledge and 
skills, attitudes and spiritual values, 
environmental background and ex- 
periences. The growth of the child 
is greatly influenced by these factors. 
It is a wise teacher who recognizes 


this, seeks to find out as much about 
each child as he can, and uses the 
information to help him grow as an 
individual. 

Not all children have problems like 
those of Jimmy and Tommy; but 
every child and youth has his own 
perplexities, successes, failures, privi- 
leges, and uncertainties which make 
Christian education for him an in- 
dividual matter. 

Discovering facts about each child 
or youth means the church school 
teacher must become acquainted with 
the public school teachers of her pu- 
pils, and must know their parents 
and home and church relationships. 

Christian nurture and growth are 
interwoven in the developmental pat- 
tern of the child or young person. 
Religious growth is a part of his daily 
development. When Christian teach- 
ings have become a part of the in- 
dividual in his relation to his friends, 
family, classmates, teammates, and 
people in general, a teacher can feel 
real satisfaction in his work. 


eX aN 
l ~~} 


NYONE PLANNING a motor 

trip across a continent would 
first look at a large map showing the 
starting point and destination before 
planning any one day’s journey. He 
would choose his major highway be- 
fore planning where to stop along 
the way for lodging and meals. What 
is good for the traveler is good for 
the teacher. 

The too familiar practice of “read- 
ing over the lesson before Sunday” 
is giving way to the practice of be- 
coming acquainted with the year’s 
course of study before using any part 
of it. The best teachers now realize 
that their work will be strengthened 
if they see the whole. before they look 
closely at the parts. 

Indeed, the best teachers look even 
beyond the course of study, and be- 
come acquainted with the entire cur- 
riculum. They remember that junior 
children were once in the kindergar- 
ten, then primary department, and 
that they move on and will one day 
be studying junior high and senior 
high units. They know that good 
church school literature is planned 
as a whole—is a curriculum for a 
total church school. 

As they look through the course of 


Mrs. Reynolds, wife of the minister of the 
Southminster Presbyterian church in Houston, 
Texas, teaches an adult class. 
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Study the Whole Cours 


study, these teachers note the main 
emphases of the year. If they are in 
one of the churches now planning 
curriculum so that one field of study 
is predominant for the year, they note 
how the units implement each other. 
They see that a year’s study on the 
church, for example, would include 
the history of the New Testament 
church, the worship of the church, 
the ministry of the church to people 
around the world. They know their 
teaching must take these things into 
account so that one unit of study 
may build a foundation for the one 
to follow, and so that the present 
unit of study may fall back upon ex- 
periences that were a part of the pre- 
ceeding unit. 

These teachers also refresh their 
memory as to the goals for a par- 
ticular age-group. They study charts 
and guides prepared by leaders in 
this field. They note what growth 
could normally be expected to take 
place during this study. They under- 
stand that only through thorough 
preparation on, their part can God 
use them in helping the pupils attain 
these goals. 

Understanding the goals helps the 
teacher understand the materials. Un- 
derstanding the entire curriculum 
helps him appreciate the place in it 
of the course he is to use. Under- 
standing the whole course greatly 


by Lillian Richter Reynolds i 


clarifies the purpose of any unit ¢} 
lesson within it. He will note the 
certain emphases are given promir} 
ence, repeated often. At a first glance) 
it may also seem that some things at} 
left out. And so they are. Purpose) 
so, for the whole message of th 
Christian faith is fare that is to} 
strong for the little child or the teer} 
ager or the new Christian adult. | 

Knowing the goals helps the teael) 
er to understand why certain maé| 
terials are presented at a given agt 

It is this close look at materia 
which is the teacher’s next step. ]} 
possible, he studies his text-books an} 
guides for the entire course of studi} 
If these are not available, he studi) 
course descriptions, provided by th 
publisher, or back issues of the quai 
terlies giving this same course ¢ 
study. He talks with other teachei 
who have taught this course. Thi} 
he sees clearly where he is going. H 
uses the past units for backgroun 
and to give a sense of continuil 
without making it dull repetition. Hj 
builds toward the lessons that are 1 
come, creating a sense of anticipé 
tion. 

The limitless possibilities for helpin 
people through the program of th 
church school begin to be evident 1 
the teacher who becomes familiz 
with the whole course of study as f 
prepares to teach. 
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ind Out What 
Betty Knows 


y Eleanor Shelton Morrison 


O GOOD BUILDER would 

erect a house without first as- 
ying the foundation, if he himself 
id not laid it. No good teacher will 
tempt to teach a church school 
ass without knowing something of 
e foundation on which he builds. 
therwise, he may assume too much 
iderstanding, or too little. 
A teacher needs first of all to be 
quainted with the whole church 
hool curriculum in order to know 
hat members of the class are sup- 
sed to have learned. But even those 
no have attended every Sunday find 
difficult to assimilate everything in 
e materials. We cannot assume 
ey have learned it all. 
The teacher can use a  question- 
ure or test, but this often fails to 
easure attitudes, perceptions, and 
iderstandings, and puts a premium 
| facts assimilated. 
There are other ways which are 
pecially helpful. 
(1) Visiting the public school 
ade corresponding to the church 
hool class and observing what skills 
e pupils possess, what subject mat- 
r they are studying, how well they 
ork in a group, what their attitude 
toward authority, and what en- 
usiasms they have. 
(2) Talking with the public school 
achers about the above observa- 
ons. + 
(3) Talking with the parents so as 
know the family out of which the 
ld comes—the attitudes, the ex- 
ctations, the all-family experiences 
joyed, the point of view toward 
aristianity. 
(4) Observing the children—be- 
re church school sessions, on the 
eet, at school, in the community— 
ticing what they do, how they do 
what they talk about with anima- 
on. 
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(5) Listening to children’s ques- 
tions. A teacher can find out much 
by being alert to what children want 
to know. This is often easiest in in- 
formal situations—fun times, camp- 
ing, committee sessions. 

(6) Employing teaching methods 
which utilize what the child or youth 
already knows, and which require 
him to make imaginative and crea- 
tive use of it. Below are examples. 

Pupils will reveal much of their 
background by making a list at the 
beginning of a unit, “What we know 
about . . . (the subject to be stud- 
ied),”’ and then a list headed, ‘What 
we would like to know about. . .” 
One church accomplishes this by pe- 
riodic, informal interviews between 
the teacher and individual pupils. 
When the teacher feels the time is 
ripe, she asks the child during the 
conversation to tell the story of Jesus 
as fully as he can. This enables the 
teacher to see what sort of picture of 
Jesus the pupil has—whether it is 
literal and wooden, maturing, where 
the gaps are, and how much insight 
into the real meaning of Jesus Christ 
it reveals. 

Some teachers use creative writing 
or story-telling as a means to finding 
out what knowledge and insight the 
pupil has obtained from previous 
classes—having him write (or tell, 
depending on his age) a sequel to a 
story or study. “You have studied 
the life of Paul as it is in the New 
Testament. This is about all we 
know. But suppose that some new 
documents were found. What do you 
suppose they would say happened to 
him next?” “If Moses had fallen 
asleep and woke up today, what 
would he feel most important to do?” 
“How do you suppose Jesus felt when 


he found the people making a profit 
in the Temple? Write or tell what 
probably went through his mind.” 
“You are the mother of the rich 
young ruler, and are attempting to 
explain to one of Jesus’ disciples why 
your son did not follow the Master.” 

None of these activities calls for 
recitation of factual information, yet 
all presuppose an understanding of 
the situation and its background. The 
pupil takes part in a creative effort, 
while the teacher learns how much 
the pupil has absorbed already, what 
he has failed to understand, and what 
sort of person he is in terms of imag- 
ination, creativity, and ability to 
translate learning into ideas. 

New horizons of insight and un- 
derstanding open to a teacher who 
listens, observes, visits, confers, chal- 
lenges, and stimulates. 


Plan a Whole Unit 


by Lillian Richter Reynolds 


A PANEL of junior high school 
students met with some teach- 
ers to discuss what they liked and 
did not like about their church school 
classes. The remark of one girl was 
revealing. She said, “I don’t like to 
start notebooks we never finish.” 
Good teachers respect units of study 
and let the pupils complete one be- 
fore beginning another. The sense of 
fulfillment is as important as the 
sense of newness. 


Most good curriculum materials 
are arranged in units of study which 
run for at least five Sundays, some- 
times ten or twelve. Integrated plan- 
ning for a whole unit is basic to good 
teaching. 

As a teacher plans for a unit of 
study, having already become famil- 
iar with the course of study of which 
it is a part, he almost inevitably asks 
himself some questions. “What should 
happen to people (whether they be 
children, youth, or adults) during 
this study?” “What class experiences 
could help to make it happen?” 
“What can I do to make these ex- 
periences touch other areas of life?” 
“Can I work with families to make 
the class experiences seem real at 
home?” As these questions get hold 
of a teacher he begins to think of 
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ways to make the unit of study as 
meaningful as possible. 


He begins to make a definite 
teaching plan, noting materials which 
he will need, thinking in terms of his 
room and how to use it at top teach- 
ing capacity, checking on_ biblical 
material which he will want to mas- 
ter. Most likely he does his Bible 
background study now, giving serious 
thought to the scriptural basis for the 
material. He uses commentaries and 
study helps as he needs them. He 
may talk with his minister or coach- 
ing teacher, to gain additional in- 
sight out of which to teach. From 
the overflow of this knowledge will 
come good teaching. 


The teacher begins, also, to think 
of specific activities for this unit. He 
thinks about possible field trips. He 
checks on visual or audio-visual ma- 
terials that might be available and 
suited to the unit. He makes a list 
of good projects and inquires about 
resource people within his church and 
community. He does not want to be 
like the three primary teachers who 
taught a whole unit of study on how 
people live and what the church is 
like in Africa without once thinking 
of the neighbor women they ail 
knew who had been the child of 
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Belgian Congo. The 
seeks to use all good resources, wril) 
ten or living, that will make the ur] 
of study a rich experience for his pi 
pils. 

The teacher outlines these plans | 
his notebook. He avoids being ti 
vague or too inflexible, remindir 
himself that his pupils are people ar 
will have good ideas which he ce 
profitably follow. But he also knox 
that he is responsible for the grou) 
and must be prepared to supply t] 
guidance which will take its membe} 
into new fields of learning. He mak 
his plans definite enough that he cé/ 
carry through on them. But he avoi 
becoming overly-attached to his ow) 
ideas for he knows his pupils Ww) 
react in ways he cannot predict. F) 
writes into this notebook more ide} 
than he will be able to use, for ]) 
does not want to teach out of a s¢aj 
city of knowledge or preparation. F 
regards an abundance of material | 
insurance against uninspired teac} 


The teacher, as he plans for th 
unit, does not know every detail 
what the last sessions will include 1 
he does not know all the things th 
will happen in the earlier sessior 
But he does know that what his p 
pils begin he will work to help th 
complete, so that they may feel tf 
series of lessons is in truth a unit 
study. 


Jse Supplementary Materials 


iy Marjorie F. Baxter 


*UN TEACHING!” “Pupils eager 
and excited!” Overhearing such 
emarks by a church school teacher, 
{r. Evans decided to visit her church 
ad see for himself. After that ex- 
erience he could no longer think of 
ipplementary materials as frills to be 
sed by schools that have long ses- 
ons. “They are necessary,” he was 
Id, “to help a teacher use the in- 
rests and abilities of each member 
the class. They help make ancient 
icidents real, and relate the facts 
ad principles of Christianity to ev- 
-yday experience.” 

Everywhere in that church he saw 
ctures, books, maps, audio-visuals, 
id activity materials being used to 
1e end—that individuals might learn 
; actual experience the way of life 
e call Christian. 


Mr. Evans knew that play equip- 
ent is in every good nursery or 
ndergarten department. Never had 
eir necessity been so clearly ex- 
ained as when the nursery teacher 
id: “These children are actually 
«perimenting with life. In their play, 
yhristian attitudes and reactions to 
sople in real life are being exper- 
‘need—in other words, — learned.” 
ctures of people in happy relation- 
‘ips and objects showing evidence of 
tod in nature were used to lead the 
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child to see that God loves and cares 
for his world. 

In the primary department some 
children were using Smither’s Picture 
Book of Palestine and Tubby’s Picture 
Dictionary of the Bible,’ as well as 
a file of pictures. They did this to 
make sure the clay models they made 
to portray Palestinian life were ac- 
curate. Others were preparing a 
dramatization to show what Jesus’ 
home life might be if he lived today. 

In the junior department one group 
was engrossed in a Bible atlas, re- 
viewing the spread of the gospel 
throughout the ancient world. An- 
other group, viewing a mission film, 
was comparing the need of people in 
Jesus’ time for his message to that of 
people today. The “All Aboard for 
Adventure” records had been used by 
this group. Bible and resource books 
were mines of wanted information. 

The junior high department was 
preparing a recording patterned after 
the radio program “CBS Was There.” 
It featured reactions of Jesus’ con- 
temporaries to him. Pictures 
studied for artists’ ideas of these re- 
actions. Modern writers 
sulted. One group was delving into 
a Bible commentary and Bailey’s 
Daily Life in Bible Times (Scribners) 
to learn about conditions of 


were 


were con- 


social 


that time. Use of a film was being 
planned as a summary of the unit. 

Senior young people were involved 
in a study of the relation of Jesus’ 
teachings to vocational choice and 
practice. Interviews with business 
and professional people of the com- 
munity were reported, and a chart 
was being compiled of their findings. 
Denominational materials, a “Youth 
Fellowship Kit,’ other publications, 
and a film had been used. 


The adult class was engaged in a 
discussion “If I Had Filmed It,” 
based on a filmstrip on the life of 
Jesus which had been shown in class. 
Each member had his own ideas of 
the incidents he would have stressed. 
One class member was gathering news 
clippings illustrating the parables of 
Jesus. These, she observed, made 
Jesus seem “almost contemporary.” 
A librarian was to report on con- 
temporary fiction about Jesus. 


“Yes, it makes a_ difference’— 
thought Mr. Evans. “Careful plan- 
ning would be required to make sure 
the right supplementary materials 
were being used. In planning for 
the quarter, or unit of work, a teach- 
er could see many 
such material would give just the 
‘punch’ to make the lesson ‘live,’ just 
the activity to draw on the students’ 
abilities and They'd need 


occasions when 


interests. 


to be planned for far in advance, so 
that the teacher and pupils could 
prepare for their use and obtain the 
maximum benefit. 
until Saturday night to prepare! 


No more waiting 


Let the Pupils Help Plan 


by Gladys M. Jackson 


UCH OF THE success of any 

undertaking depends on plan- 
ning. Some teachers determine their 
method of procedure, but find it dif- 
ficult and sometimes impossible to 
communicate their plans to the pu- 
pils. ‘The best teachers draw the 
pupils into the planning because if 
they are involved in it they are al- 
ready beginning to learn. 

Every teacher knows that pupils 
learn readily after their interest has 
been caught. Having them help with 
the planning is one of the best ways 
of catching that interest. Everyone 
likes being “in on” things from the 
beginning. He begins to feel it’s his 
activity, his room, his project. This 
proprietary interest determines much 
of his enthusiasm. 


Before a junior high department 
moved into a new room the teacher 
asked the pupils for suggestions about 
furnishings. They made a serious 
study of sacred art which resulted in 
selection of appropriate pictures. The 
experience was meaningful because 
they had done the planning. 


Miss Jackson is Associate Director of Youth 
Work, Board of Christian Education, Presby- 
terian Church in the U. S., Richmond, Virginia. 
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A young adult group had just com- 
pleted a study of Acts. The teacher 
felt that a study of Romans would 
be the next logical step. However, 
they were using an elective type cur- 
riculum and she asked the group to 
consider the matter. They suggested 
various books, but finally agreed that 
since they had been studying about 
Paul and the final part of Acts re- 
ferred to his preaching in Rome, 
Romans would be the best choice. 
The class was more ready for the 
study of Romans than if the teacher 
had announced, “We will follow Acts 
with a study of Romans.” 

One reason learning is sometimes 
slow is that the pupils have no sense 
of direction, no feeling of looking 
for anything in particular, no under- 
standing of why certairi things are 
done. Sharing in the planning helps 
them achieve a sense of purpose. 

Arrangements were made, follow- 
ing suggestions in the printed ma- 
terials, for the seniors to visit a syna- 
gogue. Their leader suggested that 
they list the questions about the Jew- 
ish faith they would like to have 
answered. They made out a list and 
gave it to the rabbi. When they 
visited the synagogue they didn’t 
waste time collecting their thoughts. 


UR, PLAN 


They knew what they were there fd 
One teacher felt that pupils wel) 
not experiencing real worship in Sul 
day school. She began a system | 
asking four pupils to meet with hip 
during the week to help plan we} 
ship for the next Sunday. Out | 
that experience came a new appi\y 
ciation for worship. Within a fey 
months everyone had helped at lea} 
once. More meaningful worship 1) 
sulted because pupils helped plan | 
Some pupils were considering t) 
question, “How can we build a dee 
er Christian fellowship in our group. 
They turned the hour into a plaj 
ning session, dividing into smi) 
groups for discussion. When repoi| 
were made, lists of suggestions we} 
compiled to be considered further | 
the adult leaders and by the office} 
The kind of planning done m 
range from small children’s choosii 
the prayer they use to adults’ choice 
regarding curriculum. Pupils shou 
be encouraged to share in decisio 
as much as possible, consistently, ut 
by unit, rather than spasmodically. 
Planning with pupils creates | 
partnership. More is accomplished 
time and energy are invested in th 
way. Learning of content is not t§ 
only result. Important by-product 
are derived: appreciation for nect 
sary work and detail and a sense 
values in human relationships. Pro 
lems of attendance and discipline fa’ 
as the teacher lets the pupils be pa 
ners in a common undertaking. 
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y Eleanor Shelton Morrison 


HE CHURCH SCHOOL which 

no longer simply enrolls the child 
ut enlists the whole family is the 
ne in which I want to teach.” This 
atement by a teacher indicates one 
the new frontiers in religious edu- 
ation. Too often the church school 
assumed by both families and the 
aurch to be the place where children 
hd youth receive their religious nur- 
ire. Many churches now recognize 
,at they cannot fully help the child 
> youth grow without the coopera- 
on of the family wherein his feel- 
‘gs, ideas, and attitudes are molded. 
Sometimes, when churches speak 
the home and church working to- 
ether, they really mean the home 
sould cooperate with the church. 
That we need is a two-way relation- 
‘ip. The family and the church 
ust be partners in Christian educa- 
on. 


| One church has set up a “covenant 
»tween the church and families” to 
hich each agrees. The church agrees 
» use the best teaching materials 
yailable, to train its teachers, and 
» consult with parents. The fam- 
“es agree to participate as families 
) the program, adults attending as 
‘ell as children; to help the children 
-home; and to attempt to grow in 
‘cir own religious understandings 


id family observances. 

Another approach has been for par- 
ats and teachers to meet occasionally 
» discuss their mutual responsibility. 
he wise teacher will have thought 
rough his own religious presupposi- 
ons and his aims in teaching, and 
ill interpret what he is trying to do 
his part of the task. Parents find 
helpful to have a clear understand- 
g of the curriculum, what is ex- 
scted of the children, what meth- 
ls of teaching are used and why. 


One teacher remarked, “I just can’t 
él good about a unit unless I have 
Scussed it with the parents. They 
with the children much more 
an I am, and see all sides of them. 
learn far more than they from such 
eetings, though they say my sug- 
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gestions for family activities as part 
of a unit are helpful to them.” Sim- 
ple suggestions for grace at meals, 
Christian holiday observances, and 
family devotions are welcomed by 
parents. 

Some departments make occasional 
place for family worship on Sunday 
mornings with children, young people, 
and parents taking part. In this way 
they get the feeling, ‘““We are in this 
together.” Other churches set aside 
one Sunday a month in the morning 
worship service as family worship 
time when the family comes as a 
unit. Others have regular family fes- 
tivals where families meet for fun 
and fellowship and for looking at 
themselves as Christian families. 


Children and young people whose 
families participate in the church in 
varied ways find meaning in being 
a part of the “fellowship of faith.” 
The church becomes a place where 
they and their parents have good 
times in work and play as a part of 
everyday living and not as a special- 
ized experience. 

Often the church school is the only 
link a family has with the larger 
church fellowship. A teacher can 


activities in. the church in 
which parents might be interested, 
call for them personally to take them 
to meetings, and introduce them to 
others in the church. 


suggest 


When the curriculum includes con- 
siderable work at home some teachers 
send a reminder card to each pupil, 
knowing it will also remind the par- 
ents. 

Many parents enjoy visiting the 
church school. Some teachers pro- 
vide them with an observation guide 
sheet to help them understand what 
they see. 

Parents are often willing to assist 
in. special projects, prepare materials 
at home for use on Sunday, serve on 
parent committees, substitute as 
teachers, call on new families or ab- 
sentees, and help arrange picnics, 
parties, and field trips. Some parents 
have specialized abilities (in art, mu- 
sic, crafts, literature, mechanics, ge- 
ology, etc.) which they are willing 
to contribute. 

Blessed is the church where fam- 
ilies and teachers join hands in a 
common venture, for it shall see its 
children growing into an ever more 
meaningful faith. 


HE BEST church school teachers 


realize that their work is insep- 
arably connected with that of other 
teachers and officers who together 
constitute a Christian education team. 
Their concerns are not with their 
particular groups of pupils alone. 
They share in the departmental plan- 
ning sessions where they “give and 
take” in discussions of common prob- 
lems. At the regular workers’ con- 
ferences of the whole church school 
staff they see their teaching tasks in 
relation to the work of all the di- 
visions of the church school. 

They also realize that Christian 
learning takes place in the vacation 
church school, the weekday school of 
religion, and in confirmation and 
membership classes. Again they be- 


Mr. Walters is Executive Director of the 
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Member 


pe 


by Loren Walters 


come part of the larger team of the 
church as a whole in its program of 
worship, fellowship, education, evan- 
gelism, and service. They relate their 
work with various classes to the whole 
educational outreach of the church. 


How may this take place? It is 
illustrated in the story of Tom Wat- 
son. : 

Tom, a young married man of fine 
character, interested and active in the 
church, was teaching a class of seven- 
year-old boys and girls. He prepared 
for each Sunday’s sessions, arrived 
carly to arrange the classroom and 
to welcome children. Despite his ad- 
vance preparation and efforts, he had 
difficulty in keeping the interest of 
the children, enlisting their participa- 
tion, and conducting an effective pro- 
gram. 

The general superintendent recog- 
nized his potentialities as a teacher 


‘to parents and adults. 
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and also observed his  difficulti} 
Through brief conferences the supe) 
intendent discovered @iaey Forums 
comed suggestions for improving i) 
teaching. The superintendent talk|) | 
with a junior teacher who discuss| 
with Tom the problems he faced. F]/ 
counsel enabled Tom to gain the | 
sights which helped him become] 
resourceful teacher. 

_Almost everyone at St. Johi 
Church considers Betty Smith t 
outstanding church school teacher 
the kindergarten department. She|) ” 
conscientious and devoted. She 
tends the kindergarten teachers’ mej), 
ings and the regular monthly woil| 
ers’ conferences. Her teaching wil) 
the hearts and attention of the bel 
and girls in her class. I 


But these are not the reasons |. 
are telling you about her. Betty si 
her teaching opportunities as reachi|) 
far beyond the walls of the classroo) 
For instance, when a Family N 
brings parents and children to 
John’s Church for food and 
Betty makes use of this opportuni|), 
Under her direction and with the al : 
proval of the Board of Christian E\) 
ucation, an attractive display of jj 
venile religious books is set up. Pz|l 
ents are invited to browse about t 


ia 


book table, to ask questions, and, |) 


interested, to purchase books for uf 
in the home or as gifts. | 

On another occasion Betty took t} 
lead in arranging for the display | 
a missionary kit which in graph) 
form portrayed the world-wide ot) 
reach of St. John’s Church. 

At regular intervals she visits t} 
homes of the boys and girls in hj 
class, informs the parents of the wo} 
carried on in the church school, ai} 
cements the tie between parents ai] 
teacher. | 

Betty is truly a member of t 
larger team of the church. Kindé 
garten teaching is her first concet 
but she goes beyond this to extend t 


educational outreach of the chur 


; 


Tom Watson became a member | 
the team when he looked to othe 
for help. The junior departme 
teacher made the team by sharing i 
sights with Tom. The superintend 
played the key position in openii 
the opportunity for this team wo 

These four church school leadé 
have served their class groups, 
other, and their church by work 
on the Christian education team. 


?lan Each Session Carefully 


by Lillian Richter Reynolds 


‘TWO TEACHERS in a church 

school checked by telephone one 
Saturday afternoon concerning plans 
‘or the next morning. Said Mrs. X 
0 Mrs. Y, “Will you tell the story 
comorrow?” “I suppose so,” said 
Mrs. Y. “Is there anything else you 
want me to do?” ‘Well, said Mrs. 
X, “af you have a chance you might 
ook for some of the pictures sug- 
gested in the leaders’ guide. We might 
reed them. I’m not yet sure just 
vhat we will do.” 

Mrs. X and Mrs. Y may become 
xood teachers, but not until they learn 
hat an hour spent with a class of any 
ige can accomplish only a little more 
han nothing unless there is some 
areful, detailed planning for the 
vest use of that time. Any successful 
eacher, after he has planned through 
1 unit of study, works on each in- 
lividual session, in advance, making 
\ flexible but a complete session plan. 

Whether it be a children’s class 
yr one for young people or adults, the 
mwinciple is the same. The back- 
jround, content, and specific objec- 
ives will vary but the successful 
eacher plans the session carefully. 

One of the first things he con- 
iders as he begins this planning is 
‘he previous session and all the ex- 
yeriences that were a part of it. If 
‘ie is a teacher of children, he re- 
“nembers the new song just intro- 
uced, recalls that the acted-out story 
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was a point of high interest, and 
thinks of the new child who was just 
beginning to want to be a part of 
things at the hour’s close. All these 
things must be taken into account in 
the planning. The new song must be 
used again and the happy experiences 
of the story which was acted out can 
serve as the focal point of recall for 
the children. The new child must be 
given a chance this Sunday to take 
part in some activity. 

Perhaps in his notebook are pre- 
liminary notes made as the unit was 
studied. There are gaps now to be 
filled in. This session plan will be 
written and will indicate a complete 
procedure, beginning even before the 
first pupil arrives and continuing un- 
til the close. It will include the room 
arrangement, so that its points of 
interest will contribute to the pur- 
pose of the session. It will indicate 
clearly not only the content of ma- 
terial but by what method it is to be 
communicated to the pupils. The high 
points of the lesson will be marked, 
so that these may receive emphasis. 
Logical progression of thought will 
be planned, so that one idea, de- 


pendent on one that went before, will 
not be left stranded. 

In this session plan, attention will 
be given to a schedule of time. The 
successful teacher knows that good 
teaching for pupils of any age and 
rigid time schedules are not compat- 
ible, but his teaching plan will in- 
dicate about how long each activity 
might take. The teacher will con- 
sider where to omit an activity or 
two, in case his planning is out oi 
step with the pupils’ capacities or 
their interests demand more time 
than anticipated. Also he provides 
some supplementary materials to be 
worked into the session at previously 
determined points should there be 
time for their use. 

The teacher will become familiar 
with this session outline and use it as 
a guide. He will keep his written 
plan in the background as he ap- 
proaches his pupils on Sunday morn- 
ing, depending largely on his mem- 
He and the pupils are to 
share an adventure too great to be 
written on paper and the spontane- 
ity will be lost if the leader must fol- 
low a script closely. 


ory of it. 


The well prepared teacher goes to 
church school confident that he has 
a message and a plan for confronting 
his pupils with it. Mrs. X and Mrs. 
Y have not yet learned ‘how to pre- 
pare for effective teaching. To them 
preparation is one of the Saturday 
chores. 


Encourage Pupils to 


by Gladys M. Jackson 


ME: HALL had just completed his 
first leadership training class. 
The leader had stressed the necessity 
of using pupils in advance prepara- 
tion if their class sessions were to be 
really effective. Mr. Hall looked at 
his notes—quite a list of things pu- 
pils could do in preparation: reading 
the “lesson materials’ and resource 
books, research, interviews, collecting 
materials, arranging rooms, making 
posters, sending out announcements, 
making maps and charts, recording 
information on bulletin or chalk 
boards, arranging displays, setting up 
equipment, and preparing reports on 
special assignments. 

Mr. Hall wondered how he could 
put these ideas into practice. Since 
it was late in the week, perhaps he 
should concentrate on the Sunday 
after next so he could plan with his 
pupils next Sunday. He remembered 
that on that second Sunday they 
would begin a new unit on the Bible 
and its great teachings. The topic for 
the first session of the unit was “Rules 
That Don’t Change.” Mr. Hall had 
already made some plans for the unit 
but, because of previous frustration, 
had not planned on much prepara- 
tion by the pupils. 

“Active participation in the class 
session,’ Mr. Hall’s instructor had 
said, “is basic to real learning by the 
pupils, and advance preparation is 


Prepare 


basic to effective participation.” 

That statement had really “driven 
home.” No wonder he had been 
unsuccessful in getting pupils to par- 
ticipate in the class sessions. He had 
begun at the wrong place. Also, his 
frustrations in attempting to get them 
to “do homework” were because the 
“homework” was not directed toward 
meaningful action in the class. 

Mr. Hall went to work at once on 
his session outline for a week from 
the next Sunday, so that he could 
discuss the plans with the class the 
previous Sunday. That was a new 
experience for him and he had a 
feeling of elation, of beginning to 
get “on the right track.” As he 
worked, he was aware as never be- 
fore of the points at which participa- 
tion was especially important. From 
these he took his cues as to what ad- 
vance preparation would have real 
point. 

Mr. Hall noted some “rules that 
don’t change” such as in Exodus 
20:3-17 and Mark 12:29-31. If they 
were to “come to life” there would 
need to be some lively probing of the 
whole business of rules in life. He re- 
membered that Bob was a sports fan. 
He would ask him to bring his base- 
ball and basketball rule books. He 


would suggest that Bob consult some 
older sports fans, and old rule books 
if possible, to learn how much the 


rules had changed in recent years. } 

The lesson materials proposed thi) 
question, “Why is the Bible a bes) 
seller?’ Jim’s father ran a book stor) 
and Martha’s mother was presiden} 
of a book club. He would sugges} 
that Jim and Martha get facts as t/ 
annual sale of Bibles, and as to hoy 
many copies of the Revised Standare 
Version had been sold. Jim coul 
find out how these figures compare( 
with’ the sale of sports rule books 


The quarterly suggested that dis 
play material could be secured fron| 
the American Bible Society. Mr. Hall 
made a note to do that himself, bu) 
wrote down the names of Ann ani 
Jane, two “inseparables,” to arrang'| 
the display on the bulletin board. | 


He could ask other members of th) » 
class to interview people on the ques} ° 
tion, “Why is the Bible a best seller?} 

The whole session would fail, hj} 
realized, if members of the class die 
not bring their Bibles. 
up with a broken ankle. 
ask him to write post cards to thi 
members, reminding them to read thi|” 
Bible references and to bring thei 
Bibles on Sunday? I 

Mr. Hall began to see many pos| 
sibilities for participation, and fol 
preparation by the pupils. “I wish I 
started this earlier,’ he thought, “fol! 
I see now that I need to go bael) 
another step and have the pupil” 
help plan for the whole unit. Bul 
better late than not at all,” and hi? 
turned to a fresh lesson plan sheet) 
dated it for two weeks from nex} 
Sunday, and began making notes. 
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Bring About Active Learning 
by Bessie P. Erb 


JN OUR EXAMINATION of the 
| way the best teachers go about 
‘their work we now come to the ac- 
tual engagement toward which the 
previous articles have moved—the 
‘session with the class. What happens 
—or what should happen? Is it pre- 
dictable? 

| There are always unpredictable 
elements, possibilities, and opportun- 
ities which arise in any class session, 
but the teacher who has prepared ac- 
cording to practices outlined in these 
articles is ready to take advantage of 
them. 

_ What we are working for is not so 
much good teaching as it is good 
learning. The purpose of teaching is 
simply to help persons learn. The 
pupils learn most when the teacher 
adventures with them. 

Learning is, first of all, an active 
experience, not passive. Even the in- 
tellectual feat of hearing an idea, ex- 
mining it, and accepting or reject- 
ing it is an active experience. It can- 
‘not be done passively. 

__A thoroughly mature person may 
be able to go through that experience 
and remain physically passive. Most 
of us, however, learn physically as 
‘well as intellectually. At least we 
have to talk, discuss, debate, nod or 
shake our heads, smile, squint, gasp, 
get tense, relax, and make a note of 
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it or the idea never quite becomes 
ours. 

The younger the person the more 
important are the physical accom- 
paniments of the acquiring of ideas. 
Children need—in addition to the 
squinting, talking, nodding, shaking 
and relaxing—opportunity to act it 
out, to draw it, to assemble it, to 
cut it out of material, to build it, to 
sing about it. If these opportunities 
are denied and he has to “sit and 
listen” while the teacher “puts it 
most of the “lesson” will be 
right over his head. 


over” 
“put” 

Let us look in on a portion of such 
a learning process. 

The second grade class was study- 
ing a unit about the church. They 
were working on the part which 
taught that in a church the minister 
is surrounded by many helpers. Miss 
Jones had planned carefully and the 
children had enjoyed the unit. 


One Sunday the-minister, Dr. Clay- 
ton, visited the class and told how 
he needed men and women and boys 
and girls to help him. Another Sun- 
day two officers of the church visited 
the class and told how they helped 
the minister. Miss Jones told stories 
of others, and three children told 
about helpers they knew. The class 
took a trip around the church to see 
some helpers at work, and another 
time they sat through the morning 
service to see who helped the min- 
ister. After each of these experiences 


the children drew pictures to illus- 
trate helpers at work. 

Miss Jones wanted to weave to- 
gether all they had learned. She and 
the class decided to make a mural to 
illustrate it. 

They gathered all of the pictures 
the children had drawn of the min- 
ister’s helpers. Miss Jones suggested 
they use these pictures to make a 
large one. She taped a large piece of 
paper on the wall and then helped 
the boys and girls select the small 
pictures they wanted in the big one. 
As they worked they talked about 
each picture, carefully deciding where 
it should be placed. 

There was the church school teach- 
er, the Brownie leader, a den chief, 
the sexton ringing the bell, the jani- 
tor with his vacuum cleaner, a dea- 
con, a lady sewing, an African nurse 
beside a hut, and many others. Miss 
Jones had saved one picture for the 
last. 

“Here is Ted’s picture of our min- 
ister,” she said. “Where shall we put 
it?” 

There was a moment of silence, 
then a burst of responses. “Right in 
the middle! Our minister has helpers 
all around him so he should be in the 
middle.” “Yes,” replied Miss Jones 
as she put the picture in the middle, 
“Dr. Clayton must be very happy to 
have all these helpers.” She rejoiced 
that her boys and girls had learned 
the idea—in an experience that de- 
manded both thinking and doing. 
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VISITOR to a junior class said, 
“You did a beautiful job of 
teaching but you left out God.” 

The teaching is of little value if it 
does not make both leader and pupil 
aware of God and responsive to him. 
The departmental leader of worship 
should aim at lifting the learning ex- 
perience to the level of worship and 
commitment and should work closely 
with the teachers to that end. Teach- 
ers themselves can accomplish much 
of this in their classes. 

A kindergarten class was informally 
acting out the Christmas story. As 
the “shepherds” knelt before the man- 
ger, “Mary” picked up the “baby” 
and cradled him in her arms. The 
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Lift Learning to the 


by Doris Clore Demaree 


children almost held their breath with 
wonder. The leader, recognizing their 
feelings, whispered to a nearby moth- 
er (a former choir member), “Can 
you sing a lullaby?” Softly the moth- 
er sang “Away in a Manger” as the 
children worshipped. 

Later, at a child’s suggestion, they 
played “Santa” and as they ate their 
“breakfast” about the Christmas tree 
the teacher sensed their “‘cup ‘of joy 
overflowing.” She said, “We’ve had 
a happy time today. Some of you may 
want to say thank you to God.” In 
the quietness the children and leader 
spoke together their sentences of 
thanksgiving. 

During the closing moments of the 
first session with junior children in 
an interracial, interdenominational 
laboratory school the leader said, 
“We've had a wonderful time. Of all 
we have done together for what are 
you most glad?” 

Thoughtfully the children respond- 
ed. The leader had expected to use 
their suggestions in a litany but she 
began to think, “It almost sings it- 
self.” She said, “Your words are al- 
most like a hymn.” The pianist struck 
the chords for the tune Dix and they 
began to sing. With a few minor 
changes they had a hymn that ex- 
pressed their words of praise to God. 


Twenty religious education majors 
were attending a university Practi- 
cum and were role-playing. Grad- 
ually the teacher began to realize, 
“The students aren’t ‘play-acting.’ 
They are living this experience. I be- 
lieve they are ready to worship.” 
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Level of Worship 


With a few sentences drawing togeth|) 
er their learning experiences of thd)» 
day, they were ready to worshiy||_ i 
through the singing of a hymn anc| 
a moment of quiet prayer. ‘fi 

As the students evaluated the ses|| © 
sion they seemed to have a new sens¢|_ 
of the presence of God and fron} 
time to time a silence filled with!” 
wonder came upon the group. Thi” 
supervisor broke one of these silence'|” 
with, “I wonder if the teacher woul)” 
close our session with prayer.” Thi 
teacher tried to sense the feelings 0: 
each and to express them in such 4¢| 
way that the prayer would be truly” 
the prayer of each. 


Teachers must themselves be Pe | 
of God’s presence and be sensitive tt 
the moods of their pupils so as ty | 
recognize their readiness for worship} 
Sometimes this readiness can best bi) ™ 
crystalized by a moment of silence}) " 
other times by a suggestion that the) 
pray silently, by the teacher drawinj} 
together their thoughts in prayer, an¢| 
occasionally by the group writin) 
their own prayer, litany, psalm o 
hymn. As God becomes more rea 
to them and they grow in their abilit 
to worship, they can be led to formu 
late their own audible prayers. 


Department worship leaders can bi 
helped to lift the learning experience 
to the level of worship in depart 
mental services if they keep informet 
of the units of study developed i 
each class, if the teachers will inforn 
them of worship materials studied o} 
learned, and report any special need) 
or experiences revealed in the cla 


ae 


| 


| 
I apply. 


virtue “out into life.” 


tious, has not really 
been taught until it is lived in 
blue jeans and sweaters, in young 
people’s parties, in athletics, in the 
farmers’ Saturday afternoon confab 
on the courthouse square, in the poli- 
ing booth, at the executives’ lunch- 
eon, and the garden club, and in com- 
mitment to Christ in all such rela- 
tionships. 


We used to “learn,” then try to 
” We used to try to get the 


“ 


words right, then carry the abstract 


The 


idea 


"was to store up verses and principles 


on Sunday, then on Monday, some- 


| 


_where, practice them. 


| That kind of teaching has left us, 
‘with church attendance at an all-time 
high, still struggling to get a pur- 
chase on moral problems. It has 
failed to make regular Sunday school 
attenders much more honest than 
persons who do not come. 


The most successful teachers now 


understand that learning comes in 


the give and take of living with a 
We learn by trying to do 


counselors, we gain the insights, the 
xperience, the faith which becomes 
ur religion. 

That’s where the Christian teacher 
comes in. He is the “right counselor” 


“class” discover in the midst of life 
the experiences, insights, convictions, 
which make up their Christian faith. 
How do we learn to worship? By 
talking about worship, learning what 
the Psalmists said, then sitting in 
church and applying it? No. From 
early years, in the atmosphere of 
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Help Pupils Live What They Learn 


by Clarice Bowman 


Christian homes, we “feel”? God, then 
parents and teachers help us channel 
into words what is already real in- 
side. We learn to pray by first being 
aware of God, then communing. 
Teaching, therefore, must get hold 
of what is “already real inside” and 
help it to grow. 

We learn “church membership,” 
not just in special membership classes 
in which we talk about it. We learn 
it by being “members” one of another 
in the church family, from childhood 
onward. We learn it by feeling like 
members of a Christian family, by 
belonging, by helping, by loving oth- 
ers, by serving, by being concerned 


for one another. We learn it by in- 
cluding others around the world in 
our budgets, by opening windows of 
awareness of others, by sending love 
through money and gifts, and by giv- 
ing personal service in the commu- 
nity. 

Curriculum materials of today are 
a great tool. When used as described 
in the foregoing chapters they help 
the teacher to take hold of the lives 
of persons and help them find their 
way. 

The successful teacher is one who 
knows that, valuable as are the tools, 
the most important factors in a teach- 
ing situation are: first, the persons 
who come to learn, bringing their 
yearnings, their motives, their needs, 
their doubts, their hopes; and, second, 
the teacher’s own mature experience, 
faith, and understanding. 


A nursery child learns not to biff 
—bam—sock another from the very 
atmosphere of love and fellowship in 
the group, established by the leaders, 
more than from talking about it. The 
conversation is largely for the pur- 
pose of interpretation, evaluation, and 
commitment. 


A senior grows as a Christian not 
so much by being chairman of a 
committee on service, but by develop- 
ing a genuine concern for others, by 
coming to care from his heart, pray- 
ing, and caring still more. Serving 
on the committee helps to crystallize 
the concern. 


It is as a teacher reaches down 
into the lives of members of a class 
and finds their real interests that he 
touches off motives for studying the 
Bible, the church and Christian ways. 
Living Christianity needs to be 
brought into splendid being in the 
church school group. Let’s melt down 
the walls between classrooms and the 
world! The “learning” is like sparks 
struck off from the living. Instead 
of answering questions, let pupils 
question the answers, test them, ac- 
quire faith in them, until they ap- 
propriate them in real life and com- 
mit themselves unreservedly to them 
in faith. 


Evaluate and Plan Again 


by Bessie P. Erb 


ANE was embarrassed! She was 

teaching ninth-graders a course 
about followers of Jesus and more 
than half of her class could not 
answer a simple question asked by 
the superintendent. “I didn’t know 
that any of my class still thought 
King Saul and Saul of Tarsus were 
the same person.” 

Out of this embarrassing exper- 
ience Jane took a long step toward 
becoming a successful teacher. She 
knew something was wrong with her 
teaching. She knew she must find out 
what it was and correct it. As she 


looked over her plans for the pre- 
ceding lessons of the course, Jane de- 
cided that she had not tested enough. 
She knew that testing is an import- 
ant part of teaching; that it is neces- 
sary to have weekly and _ periodic 
tests. Evaluating activities, too, should 


be carried out. These are not for 
the purpose of grading the students 
but for finding out how well they 
are learning and how they are grow- 


ing as Christians. “By testing my 
pupils I test my teaching,” she de- 
cided. 


Jane realized, of course, that learn- 
ing information is not the primary 
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goal of Christian education. Informa- 
tion is important only as it leads to a 
maturing Christian faith and_prac- 
tice, with a commitment to Christ. 
Yet faith and commitment, if they 
are to be meaningful and strong, must 
be informed, intelligent, and well 
grounded in the facts of Christianity. 


Therefore, she must find out first 
of all what her pupils knew about 
the lessons studied thus far. The 
quickest testing activity she could 
think of was a question game. She 
made a list of facts and ideas the 
pupils should have learned. For each 


of these she wrote a question on a 
card. The following Sunday she 
asked the questions, one by one, and 
as a pupil answered correctly he was 
given a card to hold. As the game 
progressed, she was able to clear up 
several obscure points and to dis- 
cover where were the weak spots. 

On the basis of what the game 
revealed Jane planned some evalu- 
ating activities. She discovered that 
Frank had a poor sense of time. She 
decided that to help him the class 
ought to develop a time line of the 
followers of Jesus. Since he liked 
to draw, Frank might like to illus- 
trate it. 

Mary had difficulty placing the 
“followers” in their proper locations 


International Journal of Religious Education 


on the map. A wall-map of the} 
world, on which the names of the} 
“followers” with their dates were! 
placed, would help. i] 

Ted attributed ideas and facts to| 
the wrong people. Occasional im-| 
promptu dramatizations and _ role} , 
playing would reveal whether the pu-} , 
pils were mixing up the characters}). 
and events. kd 

A picture reveals facts and ideas. 


Perhaps she could get Frank anda 
other members of the class interested) 
in illustrating a triptych on the fol-) 
lowers of Jesus for their worship cen-}_ 
ter. i 

Jane planned to have some kind of}, 
short check on every lesson. Formu-) . 
lating intelligent questions is a real} 
test of understanding, so she would). 
continue to use the question game}. 
letting the pupils add their own ques-} _ 
tions. (a, 


To summarize a lesson one must}” 
know the facts and ideas. Occasional-}) 
ly she would ask for summaries in the}, 
form of telegrams, newspaper head-} , 
lines, and short newspaper articles.|. 

Jane realized that she should be 
testing not only for facts and ideas} » 
but for Christian attitudes and liv-| / 
ing. To do this she would listen as} » 
often as possible to the conversation}, 
of her pupils in and out of class. She! 
would encourage conversations in} 
class, which would range from ideas 
garnered from the lessons to the ev-|” 
eryday life of the young people. — |” 

What her pupils did both in and 
out of class would be a good test of 
their attitudes. She would try to take 
a greater interest in their daily lives | 
to see how well they were growin 
in Christian living. 

One important way to evaluate her 
effectiveness as a teacher would be 
to maintain closer relationships with 
the parents and learn from them the 
needs of the young people, how they 
responded to what they learned in 
class, and how she might make her 
teaching more helpful. 

On the basis of what these evalu- 
ating activities and checks revealed. 
Jane knew she could plan her lessons 
so that her pupils would be learning 
and growing. She would test not) 
only her pupils but her own teach 
ing. On the basis of such evaluation 
she would build her plans for the 
work ahead, and would plan better 
for her own growth and devotion as} 
a teacher. 


Find Joy in Teaching 


by Mary Grace Martin 


C@UCCESSFUL teaching in the 

church brings one of the most 
atisfying experiences of all Christian 
ervice. Causing another to think, 
act, and live in Christian ways can 
wing many joys. 


I recall the thrill that came to me 
he day Sally saw me coming toward 
ner home across the railroad tracks. 
Racing down the steps, she rushed to- 
vard me shouting, “My teacher! My 
eacher!” Her happy eyes and her 
mile expressed a welcome that ex- 
seeded words. 


And there was Jean who for many 
veeks had burst into tears at the 
vursery door when her father brought 
rer. I had spoken with her mother 
xy telephone but had never met her. 
Chen, came the day when Jean broke 
iway from her mother in a busy food 
narket to run and throw her arms 
round me, an apparent stranger to 
he mother, who looked startled and 
yewildered until I explained I was 
ean’s teacher. I knew then that I 
iad won Jean to church school. 


There is the joy that comes - to 
eachers when they observe evidences 


Miss Martin is Director of Christian Educa- 
on, First Christian Church, Baltimore, Mary- 
and. 
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of Christian growth in pupils. This 
growth is so slow and the evidences 
are so meager at times that teachers 
often become discouraged. But one 
cannot describe the inner joy and en- 
couragement that comes when one 
sees such evidence, whether it be the 
voluntary sharing of a nursery toy, 
the thoughtful act of a junior, the 
first audible prayer in a youth meet- 
ing, or the overcoming of a bad at- 
titude by an adult. 

Since the goal of every dedicated 
Christian teacher is to win others to 
Christ, one of the deepest joys a 
teacher can experience is in seeing a 
pupil taking his first step in commit- 
ment to Christ. This may happen in 
a class session as a climax to a junior 
study unit, in a camping experience, 
or in any of many other ways. True 
teachers rejoice when their pupils, 
their friends, make their first com- 
mitments to Christ. Added joy comes 
when a teacher is privileged to sit by 
a pupil for his first communion, or 
when pupils make decisions to spend 
their lives in Christian service. 

But the teacher’s satisfactions are 
not limited to pupil relationships. 
There is also the joy that comes 
through working with parents. When 
parents and teachers can share con- 
cerns and evidences of growth in 


children and youth, there develops a 
comradeship and satisfaction that are 
among life’s great rewards. 

Another area of joy is in knowing 
that one is part of a great working 
fellowship. The growth of the church 
must be attributed to its active par- 
ticipants rather than to its passive 
members. I wish every teacher might 
have the experience of attending a 
great conference of church school 
workers, perhaps the Quadrennial 
Sunday School Convention to be held 
in Cleveland, Ohio, in July 1955. 
There he would find new joy in dis- 
covering that he carries a great re- 
sponsibility for the growing church 
whether he teaches in a large or a 
small church. 

Perhaps the greatest joy that can 
come to a teacher is to know that 
he is working with God to help pu- 
pils come to their highest and best. 
God needs us to help him, and we 
need God to help us. As we come to 
depend more upon God to help us in 
our teaching, we discover that in 
helping others to grow, we ourselves 
have grown. As we work together, 
failure and discouragement are over- 
shadowed with joy and happiness, 
and we find a depth of Christian ex- 
perience not known before. 


There is joy in serving God and 
Christ through the teaching program 
of the church—joy not measured in 
pounds or bushels or dollars but in 
personal values. 


Interpret Your Work to the Church 


by Stephen J. Kennedy 


HERE MAY BE church schools in 

which the Christian message 
shines like a beacon, while the 
churches of which they are part go 
through a lifeless routine. They are 
exceptional. Ordinarily a church 
school can be no more vital than the 
church back of it. Church and 
church school must stand together if 
the Christian, message is to be taught 
and preached effectively. 

There are at least four ways in 
which vigorous support by the whole 
church is essential to Christian edu- 
cation. 

First, the church must recognize 
the role of the church school in the 
future of the church as well as in 
shaping the lives of individual per- 
sons. 

Second, the church must put lead- 
ership for Christian education in a 
place of first importance in the claims 
upon the time and interest of its 
members. 

Third, it must provide the kind 
of space, equipment and materials 
needed for an effective education 
program. 

Fourth, parents must recognize that 
they are the real teachers of children 
and youth and must provide in their 
homes the basic Christian influences. 

When the biggest single public ex- 
penditure across the country in local 
communities is for construction of 


public schools for the education of 
our enormously increased — school 
population, churches cannot sit back 
and assume that they can get along 
with educational facilities built for 
the last generation. In many parts 
of the country there is a need for 
new churches or additional space to 
meet the growth in local population. 

The gospel has been taught to 
countless children without modern 
rooms and the latest in teaching aids. 
But when the science of attention- 
getting has reached such a level as 
it has today, the church must be 
well prepared to gain and hold the 
attention and interest of its children 
and youth. Inadequate equipment 
may be made up for in part by the 
devotion and abilities of teachers, but 
teachers can do an even better job 
if the church provides the right ma- 
terials and equipment. 

Every church needs a long range, 
year-round program of leadership re- 
cruitment and training if it is to 
meet the demands of Christian edu- 
cation. A church needs to make clear 
to its members the importance of 
Christian education and the claim it 
has on the energies and devotion of 
all. 

Most important, however, is the 
recognition by the parents them- 
selves, that the Christian education 
of their children is their responsibil- 
ity first of all. The church cannot 


take it over. It can help. But whe 


it can do, even with the most cha| 
lenging leadership, is as nothing com 
pared to the moral and _spiritud 
leadership given the child by his pai) 
ents during the week. 

The church can no longer be co: 
placent about the half of the po 
lation it is not reaching at all. | 
must find ways of 
with its message. It must provide 
leadership to teach all and be read 
to expand its facilities and prograi) 
to teach them effectively. | 


But these things do not just hay] 
pen. The church school leaders, wh} 


know firsthand the needs, and th 
joy that comes in meeting them, aj 
in the best position to interpret th) 
challenge of this service to thy 
church as a whole. If there are neeq 


for the church school progranj 
teachers should frankly tell th 
church officers and congregat 


about them. 


Teachers who experience the jc 
of their work often may fail to shai} 
it with others, who may think teael|) 
They have aj” 


ing is dull business. 
opportunity to interpret to parent 
to church leaders, and to prospectiy| 
and beginning teachers what effeil 
tive teaching of the children of tl| 
church can mean. The whole chure 


needs to work together at Christiaj” 


education. It is not just somethir 
for a few. Those who have the priv| 
lege of teaching in face-to-face reli 
tionshigs can help interpret th 


reaching they 


whole task. Thus the work of th. 
teacher may receive adequate sujl), 


port in both church and home. 


| HEN Jesus was crucified, the 
+ | disciples fled in dismay. Those 
-jwho lived in Galilee went back to 
“heir old homes. Their adventure 
with Jesus seemed to be over. Noth- 
ing remained but to return to their 
‘old occupations. “I go fishing,” said 
‘Peter with a heavy heart. Six other 
jisciples went with him and _ they 
oiled all night in vain. As a new 
tay was dawning, Jesus appeared on 
the shore and called them back to 
“their mission as his disciples. 

| Every church school teacher should 
‘ead the story of Jesus’ conversation 
b he his followers as it is recorded 
‘“‘n the last chapter of the gospel of 
John. It forms a fitting climax to 
he story of Jesus’ life and death and 


‘yas the question with which Jesus 
ected his friends. The rest of the 
assage makes it obvious that Jesus 
; as thinking not so much of food for 
‘ heir bodies as for their souls. “Do 
you have anything to give you 
‘trength?” was what Jesus was ask- 
Ene: He was about to send them out 
‘} 0 teach the gospel in a hostile world, 
ind if they were to be the kind of 
nen whom the world could neither 
righten, nor corrupt they needed, an 
idequate source of inner power. 

| We too are called to do the work 
f Christ amid conditions that are 
jften discouraging. Indifference and 
ynicism are found on every hand. 
Jutright opposition to the Christian 
lessage exists in many lands and is 
ot unknown in our own. Do we have 
mething to sustain us? If not, we 
eed to open our hearts and minds 
o the Christ who seeks to give us 
trength adequate to our tasks. Spirit- 
il resources cannot be borrowed. 
hey come only to the person who is 
villing to’search the Scriptures and 
it himself under the discipline of 
wayer and study. 


Mr. Cavert is Field Director of the Synod 
‘New York for the Board of Christian Edu- 
. Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
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Answer Christ's Call 


by Walter D. Cavert 


Christian teaching is far more than 
imparting a knowledge of the con- 
tents of the Bible. What we are try- 
ing to do is not merely to get people 
to know the facts about the Jesus 
of history but to lead them into com- 
panionship with a living Lord and 
into commitment to his will. The 
basic requirement of a church school 
teacher, then, is to have a personal 
faith to communicate. There is al- 
ways danger that we will be like Old 
Mother Hubbard who wanted to give 
her poor dog a bone but had only a 
bare cupboard. If our souls are emp- 
ty, we have nothing to share. 


The first question of Jesus was fol- 
lowed by a second one which was 
directed to Peter but has a pointed 
thrust toward us today. “Do you 
love me more than these?” The pro- 
noun “these” has usually been inter- 
preted as referring to the other dis- 
ciples but ancient Aramaic manu- 
scripts translate it as “these things.” 
According to this rendering, Jesus 
was saying: “Do you love me more 
than these boats and nets, more than 
the fish you catch and the money you 
earn by selling them? Do you love 
me more than these associations 
around the campfire, more than the 
fun you have together after your 
work is over? Will you put me above 
money and pleasure and everything 
else?” 

Here is a searching question the 
followers of Christ cannot evade. Is 
it not true that many of us fail to do 
the best teaching of which we are 
capable simply because we are un- 
willing to put Christ ahead of things? 
We refuse to give him priority on our 
time and energy and so neglect to 
do the reading and preparation which 
are indispensable to successful work 
with our pupils. 

To those who make an affirmative 
answer to his two questions, Jesus 
gives a command. “Feed my lambs. 
Feed my sheep.” Do something for 
people, especially children. Lead 
them into an understanding of the 


true values of life so that they will 
seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness. 


One final aspect of Jesus’ talk with 
his disciples must not be overlooked. 
Peter was told that loyalty to Christ 
would bring him to the cross. If one 
is to become a faithful shepherd, he 
must be willing to lose his life for 
the sake of those he seeks to help. 
How often we forget the cross at the 
heart of the gospel! Church school 
teachers are often deluded into think- 
ing they ought to be able to find 
some trick gadget or quickly ac- 
quired technique by which boys and 
girls can be transformed into Chris- 
tian disciples. No easy way will ever 
be found. The teacher must be will- 
ing to pay the price of study and toil 
and sacrifice. 

Because the early disciples went out 
with inner strength, a passion to com- 
municate their faith, and a sacrificial 
spirit, they won seemingly impossible 
victories for Christ. In less than a 
generation a Christian fellowship ex- 
isted within the palace of Caesar and 
in less than three centuries the cross 
was lifted above the eagle of Rome. 
Christianity had been made the of- 
ficial religion. 

Greater works than these can be 
done in our day if we respond to 
Christ’s call with the spirit of the 
first century disciples. 


PRAYER 


Heavenly Father, grant that our 
faith in thee may be not only a hen- 
tage from the past but @ personal ex- 
perience with a living Lord. May his 
spirit live in us and our lives become 
new through him. Give us the mind 
of Christ that we may have his pas- 
ston for truth, his love of people, and 
his singleness of purpose. Help us to 
see the greatness and urgency of our 
task. Save us from the laziness and 
discouragement which so easily beset 
us. Teach us the joy of sacrifice for 
thee and help us to become good 
workmen for Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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@ & Worship 


THEME FOR JUNE: 


by E. Ruth Alden* 


Growing Up 


For the Leader: 


June is the month when most boys 
and girls will be promoted to a new 
grade in school. They are very aware dur- 
ing this time that they are growing up. 
During these first three grades of school 
the child changes from a self-centered in- 
dividual to a person who can do many 
things for himself. 

With this increasing ability to care for 
himself and to make decisions for him- 
self there come added responsibilities. He 
must learn to eat properly. Not to eat 
only the things he likes best when he is 
served hot lunch at school but to learn 
to eat a well balanced meal. He must 
learn to protect himself from danger when 
he is alone. He must learn to live in such 
a way that people can depend on him and 
will enjoy his company. He must learn to 
increase his ability to control himself in 
the best way. 

It is a continuous growing that is not 
accomplished in a session or a group of 
lessons. We must endeavor to provide 
many varied guided experiences which will 
help the child develop these qualities. 

Pre-session activities will vary 
month. (See each session. ) 

All hymns are found in Hymns for Pri- 
mary Worship, Westminster or Judson 
Press, 


this 


1. Learning to Choose 


PreE-SESSION ACTIVITIES: 

Before this session look through mag- 
azines and cut out pictures of children 
eating healthful food or pictures of good 
food for a balanced diet. You may be able 
to borrow diet posters from public school 
teachers of elementary grades, or get old 
copies of the Grade Teacher and Instruc- 
tor containing appropriate advertising pic- 
tures. Have the boys and girls choose from 
these materials pictures to mount and put 
up around the room. 

During these days when so much em- 
phasis is being placed upon health, it is 
well for us to give the proper religious 
significance to the care of the body. (See 
I Corinthians 6:19.) 


Worsuip Center: A picture of children 
eating healthful food. 
Cat To Worsuip: Luke 2:52. 


Hymn: “How Strong and Sweet My Fa- 
ther’s Care” 

OrFrerInc Hymn: “Thy Work, O God, 
Needs Many Hands” 

Story: Tell the story of Daniel and his 
friends, found in Daniel 1: 1-20. 


the Gauldin 


*Teacher in 
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School, Downey, 


Resources 


_\.. ee Departinent 


CONVERSATION: 

Since the king’s food was rich, it prob- 
ably tasted very good. Do you know any 
people who would rather have candy, 
cookies and cake than vegetables? Who 
decides what kind of food you eat? Are 
there times when you can decide? Some- 
times boys and girls do not like certain 
foods that are good for them. Can they 
learn to like them? How? Does it take 
a brave person to choose food he does not 
like? Do you think God wants us to do 
the things that are good for us? Can he 
help us do it? 

PRAYER: O God, we thank you for the 
food we eat, and that we have plenty 
to keep us well and strong. We are 
glad that we can choose the food we 
eat. Help us to be brave when we eat 
and to choose wisely. Then help us to 
have the courage to stand by our choice, 
that we may grow as strong, healthy 
boys and girls. Amen. 


Hymn: “Glad I Am to Grow” 
BENEDICTION: “May the Words That I 
Say” 


2. Learning to Think of Others 


Pre-Session: When the children come, 
list some of the ways boys and girls can 
use their minds to care for their bodies. 
Have them draw illustrations for each 
safety rule listed. The leader can print 
the safety rules under the pictures. Make 
rules and pictures into posters and place 
around the room. 


Worsuip CENTER: Picture of Abraham 
and Lot from denominational picture 
sets. 


Catt To Worsuip: Luke 2:52 


Hymn: “Glad I Am to Grow” 

PRAYER: Repeat the 2nd and 3rd line of 
the second verse, “Glad I Am to Grow” 

Orrertnc Hymn: “Thy Work, O God, 
Needs Many Hands” 


CONVERSATION AND RECALL: 

Last week we talked about eating the 
right kinds of food to make us strong and 
healthy. Did anyone have the courage to 
eat something he did not like? Is there 
anything else we need to do to keep our- 
selves strong and well? Look at the posters 
around the room, they will help you think 
of some of the dangers from which we 
have to guard ourselves. Are there times 
when we need to care for others? 

Story: “The Tease” 

Steven was in the second grade at 
school. His teacher, Mrs. Foster, often had 
to move his seat because he just wouldn’t 
leave the other boys and girls alone. If 
Mrs. Foster heard, ‘““Give me back my pen- 
cil!” she knew just where to look. It 
would be Steven teasing someone. Some- 
times when someone would stand to recite 
he would scoot over into the empty chair 
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on him. 2 ect 
Mrs. Foster had often talked to hin) 
about his teasing. ““Oh, it doesn’t hurt th) 
others,” he would say. “T’m just havin} 
a little fun.” A 
Spe ie people will never like or : 


rule?” she asked. 

“Sure,” said Steven, “I know it: 
to others as you would that they shoul] — 
do to you’.” Steven repeated the rule <j _ 
fast as the words would come out and i i . 
a sing-song voice. i 

Mrs. Foster shook her head, “Steveil 
you only know the rule in your head, nq 
in your heart. You can say it but you Cal) 
not live it. Why don’t you try living E} 
the rule for one day? I think you wou} 
find the rule getting into your heart a 
a good happy feeling would be yours 
you would.” ie 

“All right,’ agreed Steven. “I'll do |) 
tomorrow. I’ll show you that I do, | 
know the rule well enough to live it.” HS 

That night at home Steven told EF} 
mother of the promise he had made } 
teacher at school. Steven was surprised | 
see the look of joy that came over I} 
mother’s face. | 

“Oh, Steven,” she said, “I hope yéljj_ 
do know it well enough to live by it. | 
have worried so about your teasing. I’) 
tried to help you but you didn’t listen. } 
would be so thankful if you could get t)} 
golden rule into your heart.” 

“Such a fuss,’ thought Steven. “You! _ 
think I went around hurting people, aj) 
I never do.’ But in spite of all the goi 
things he could think about himself Stey ‘f 
felt very guilty. 

The next morning Steven thought | 
mother would remind him of his promii) 
But his mother never mentioned their ta) 
Her silence reminded him more tha 
if she had spoken of the rule. 

At school his teacher greeted him wi 
a smile and a pleasant, “Good morning} 
but not a word about his promise. 

“O.K., so they think I have forg 
ten,” thought Steven. “I'll show the 
I didn’t forget and that I can live | 
the rule.” 

When Mary dropped her pencil a 
Steven picked it up, a look of worry cat 
into her eyes because she was sure | 
would keep it for a while. But the look} 
worry was followed by a look of surpr 
as he handed it back immediately. 

At noon when the reading table look} 
very mussed up and the books were 1 
put back where they belonged, instead 
telling Mrs. Foster on the ones who 
hurried too fast, without a word Stey 
straightened them up. 

He helped mix the paints and not or 
did he paint some-one’s hand or splé} 
the paint about. 

Before the day was over he could |/§, 
the others looking at him with wonder, 
most as if they did not know him. 

When school was out Mrs. Foster h 
to hurry to a teacher’s meeting and she ¢ 
not talk to Steven about the day. 

“T will see you tomorrow,” she said. ” 
was a very good day.” 

Some way Steven felt his task of 
membering was done. He felt good. 
stopped to talk to the caretaker and 
the time he started down the steps of * 


= 


As he passed the bicycle rack he saw 
|Dean’s new bicycle. Dean lived just a few 
jdoors down the street from Steven. A 
smile came over Steven’s face. “Boy, I'll 
have some fun with Dean,” he thought. 


Quickly he looked about the school 
‘ground; there was no one in sight. Dean’s 
class would not be out for forty more 
minutes. Carefully Steven backed the new 
‘bicycle out of the rack. “He should have 
‘locked it but I’m glad he didn’t; it 
1 \would have spoiled the fun,” thought 


‘\surprised when he finds the bicycle at 
jhome? He’ll never know how it got there. 
\He’ll wonder if he really did take it to 
“school. This is the best joke I’ve ‘ever 
played.” 

When Dean came out of school he hur- 


"happy look on his face. ‘“‘At last I have 
‘my new bicycle after saving my money 
‘for two years. My paper route is sure go- 
‘ing to be easier.” Then as he looked he 
‘realized the bicycle was gone. He looked 
all along the rack but his beautiful new 
bicycle was not there. He could hardly 
uli Ypelieve it. There must be some mistake. 
‘At last he gave up and ran for home. It 
| was almost time to take his papers on the 
route. Dean could hardly hold back the 
ears. 

As Steven entered the house his mother 


_ “I did, too,’ said Steven. “I helped 
everyone at school. Mrs. Foster said it 
as a good day.” 

| “But you just rode by on Dean’s new 
dicycle. Does he know you had it?” 

“It’s only a joke. I’m just having a lit- 
le fun. I took it to his home. He’ll find 


il his eyes as he answered. 

“Did you stop to think how Dean is 
eeling right now?” asked mother. “Would 
you want to worry and feel’ like that? 
Where do you suppose Dean thinks his 
icycle is? Do you think he knows some- 
oe was only making a joke and teasing?” 


| Suddenly Steven began to think, “I 
vould be heart sick if I thought someone 
ad taken my bicycle. The reason Dean 
akes his bicycle to school is so he can 
urry to get his papers to deliver; now he 
‘vill have to come home first.” 


“Oh, mother,’ said Steven with real 
hame in his voice. “I’m always forgetting 
© remember how other people feel. What 
hall I do?” 

Suddenly Steven felt his mother’s arm 
round him. “Ask God to help you,” she 
aid, “and practice the Golden Rule un- 
il it becomes easy to remember. You can 
nake the rule a habit by practice,” his 
1other assured him. 
There was silence a moment. “Excuse 
te mother, there goes Dean and I’ve got 
me explaining to do,’ said Steven as 
© turned to run out the door. 

YER: O' God, we thank you for our 
minds and bodies. Help us to be your 
fellow-workers in keeping them strong 
and clean. Help us to be kind to others 
and to act and speak to them as we 


huh 


"would like others to act and speak to 
fs; . Amen. 
im — “Friends of Jesus” 
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: t when he comes home.” Steven lowered ~ 


BENEDICTION: 
Say” 


“May the Words That I 


3. Learning to Forgive 
Each Other 


PRrE-SESSION: Have a chart ready to list 
ways of growing which the boys and 
girls dictate. This should include the 
learnings of the last few Sundays; also 
taking turns, helping at home, shar- 
ing, etc. 

WorsHip CENTER: 
and Saul 

Catt To Worsuip: Luke 2:52 

Hymn: “Glad I Am to Grow” 

PRAYER: O God, may each one of us grow 
in the four ways Jesus did: in our 
minds, gaining wisdom; in our bodies, 
growing tall; in our hearts, pleasing 
God; and in service to others. Amen. 

Orrerinc Hymn: “Thy Work, O God, 
Needs Many Hands” 


CONVERSATION AND RECALL: 

We have listed many ways of growing 
up. Let us read them together. (The lead- 
er stands at the left of the chart and 
sweeps her hand under each word as the 
boys and girls read.) The Bible also tells 
of some ways to show we are growing up. 
(Read Deuteronomy 6:18; Matthew 22: 
39; I Thessalonians 5:13; Ephesians 4:32; 
Hebrews 13:2. After the reading of each 
verse stop and discuss its meaning and 
how acting upon this verse would show 
that a boy or girl is growing up.) 

Story: “David Refuses to Get Even” 

There was the sound of many march- 
ing feet echoing across the hills and 
through the valley. It was King Saul look- 
ing for David. David had been in King 
Saul’s palace until the jealous king had 
tried to kill him. Then with the help of 
Jonathan, King Saul’s son, he had escaped. 


When David and his band of faithful 
men heard the feet of Saul and his army 
they quickly put out their fire. They had 
been hiding in the great cave at Wild Goat 
Crag for many days. Each day other men 
who preferred to be with David rather 
than Saul came to the hiding place. This 
was an excellent hiding place, for the 
mountain was high, the cliffs steep and the 
cave large, like many rooms. 

David and his men, high above the 
army, watched the King’s men stop. They 
had traveled all day. Now all of them 
were very tired. 

“Tet us make camp,” Saul said to his 
captains. As the last light of day faded 
from the valley the men made camp. The 
wagons of supplies were unloaded and sup- 
per was cooked. Then the men were or- 
dered to lie down in several circles around 
the king. 

David smiled as he watched. “King Saul 
takes no chances,” he whispered to his 
friends. “See, he is in the center of the 
circles of men. To get to the king one 
would have to step over each circle of 
men.” 

“Yes, and see the campfires spring up 
and the soldiers guarding the king,” an- 
swered one of David’s men. 

“Who will go down with me to the 
camp of Saul?” asked David. 

The men were very surprised at this 

question but quickly one of David’s best 
friends answered, “I will go down with 
ou.” 
’ So David and Abishai began to make 
their way down the rocky cliffs. Many 
places were so steep they had to hang by 
their hands and catch their feet on the 
ledge below. 


A picture of David 


t last they reached the floor of the 
valley. They were very careful and very 
quiet as they came near the camp of the 
king. They hardly dared breathe as they 
moved among the sleeping men, lest one 
should awake and they would be captured. 
As they came near to the king there was 
a space where there were no men, only 
Abner, the Captain of the King’s Army. 
Everyone was fast asleep. 

Abishai put his mouth near David’s ear 
and whispered very softly, “Now is your 
enemy in your power. One stroke of his 
own spear and he will be dead. Strike now 
and you will be safe.” 

Abishai took hold of the king’s spear 
that was stuck in the ground at the head 
of the king. He raised it to kill the king. 

David grabbed his friend’s arm and 
shook his head. “Take the spear with you; 
do not harm the king.” David reached 
down and took the jar of water that was 
beside the king. Then he motioned to 
Abishai and they walked very softly over 
the rows of sleeping soldiers and left the 
camp. They climbed up the steep side 
of the cliff until they reached a high 
place far away from the camp. Then 
David stood on the top of the hill and 
called to the king in a loud voice. The 
loud voice echoed across the valley and 
awoke the camp. King Saul looked up 
ang saw David standing on the top of the 

ill. 

“Why do you listen to the men that 
say that I want to kill you?” asked David. 
“See for yourself this day I could have 
killed you but I would not. Look, where 
is your spear and where is your jug of 
water?” 

Quickly King Saul looked about him, 
his soldiers turned to look and to every- 
one’s surprise the spear and the jug of wa- 
ter were gone. They could hardly believe 
anyone could enter the camp without be- 
ing captured but here was the proof; the 
spear and jug of water were missing. 

King Saul lifted his hands to his lips 
and called, “Is that your voice David, my 
son?” 

“Tt is my voice,” answered David. “Why 
are you seeking to take my life? I have 
done you no harm.” 

“You are a better person than I am,” 
answered the king very ashamed. “You 
have done me good for evil. May God re- 
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ward you for what you have done.” 
David called a servant to him and re- 

turned the king’s spear and jug. The king 

returned to his palace. David and Abishai 

climbed on up the mountain out of sight. 

PRAYER: O God, help us to do good to 
others, to forgive them when they hurt 
us as you forgive us when we do wrong. 
Help us to be kind to everyone, forgiv- 
ing each other. Amen. 


Hymn: “Friends of Jesus Must Be Kind” 
BENEDICTION: “May The Words That I 
Say” 


4. Learning to Do Our Part 
Gladly 


Pre-Session: Have the boys and _ girls 
draw or find a picture in a magazine of 
tasks they find hard to do cheerfully. 

Worsuip CENTER: Picture of a boy or 
girl helping someone. 

Caty To Worsuip: Luke 2:52 


Hymn: ‘Glad I Am to Grow” 


PrAyER: O God, we thank you for your 
care during the past week. We thank 
you for the times when we remember- 
ed to be kind and thoughtful of others. 
Help us to grow. Amen. 

OrrerRiInc Hymn: “Thy Work, O God, 
Needs Many Hands” 


CONVERSATION: 

How many of you have done all the 
jobs you promised to do on last Mother’s 
Day? Were any of them hard to do with- 
out a fuss? Why are some jobs harder to 
do cheerfully than others? Are these jobs 
necessary? Do your mother and _ father 
ever work when they do not feel like it? 
What would happen if no one did any- 
thing he did not feel like doing? Let’s see 
what a day like this would be like. 


(Leader tells short story of a day with- 
out breakfast, no transportation. At school, 
nothing ready. Everything must be per- 
fectly quiet because teacher doesn’t feel 
like hearing any one speak.) Would we 
like such a day? What should happen 
when we are asked to take some responsi- 
bility at home or do some task at home 
or school? 

Stories: Have the boys and girls make up 
and tell stories on the basis of these situ- 
ations: 


Jane was skipping rope when she 
looked up and saw Alice watching her 
from her front porch. Alice couldn’t run 
any more since she had polio. What should 
Jane do? 

2. Billy and Mary were going on a pic- 
nic. For two weeks they had planned the 
good time they would have. The night be- 
fore their mother had cooked potatoes 
for salad and the wieners were already 
in the refrigerators. But when they awoke 
the morning of the picnic it was raining. 
How would Billy and Mary act if they 
were growing up? How would they act 
if they had forgotten to try? 


3. Mother was busy getting supper and 
Peter was busy working on a model of a 
racing car. Donnie was fussing. Donnie 
was only a little over one year old. He was 
cutting teeth and so he cried. “Peter, please 
play with Donnie,’ requested his mother. 
“T must get supper. Your father has a 
meeting to attend tonight at the church.” 
Peter didn’t want to stop his interesting 
work and care for a cross baby. What did 
he do? 

If there is time the leader may tell other 
stories to finish. Take time to discuss the 
stories with the boys and girls. 
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Hymn: “The Loving Jesus Is My Friend” 
PRAYER: O God, we thank you for the 
chances we have to grow. Help us to be 
kind. Teach us to control our tempers 


and our tongues. May we act as friend| 
of Jesus should act. Amen. | 
BENEDICTION: “May the Words That |) 
Say” 


VIG 


Junior Department 


by Mabel Brehm* 


THEME FOR JUNE: Love Reaches Out 


For the Leader: 


Love is not something which can be 
confined to the affection which we hold 
for those in our household or even those 
who are related to us by ties of blood. 
Ever since the days of the first Christians 
we have known that love must reach out 
beyond. The services this month have that 
common theme as we speak of the differ- 
ent ways in which those of us who are 
surrounded by love in our homes can share 
that which sustains us daily, and which 
we often accept without thinking of what 
it would mean if we lost it. 

The leader may watch for pictures of 
homes and families which can be clipped 
and pasted on colored tagboard to use for 
worship centers. If the worship center and 
room are large, use several pictures in a 
montage arrangement. 

Hymns are found in Hymns for Junior 
Worship, Singing Worship and _ other 
church hymnals. 


1. Living without Homes 


Worsuip CENTER: Use a picture of fam- 
ily life. 
ListEninG Music: “O Brother Man, Fold 
to Thy Heart Thy Brother” 
Catt To WorsHIP: 
“Fill us . . with love divine; 
Grant that we, though toiling here, 
May in spirit, being Thine, 
See and hear Thee everywhere.” 
(Godfrey Thring) 


Hymn: “The World, Dear Lord, Is Very 
Large” 
Srory: “A Family for Jimmy” 


Jimmy, whose Korean name was Yang 
Hwa Sup, sat in a fast-moving American 
Army truck and shivered. Other children 
from his village were lying down under 
quilts but Jimmy wanted to see the 
people, villages, and mountains they were 
passing. Besides, his shoulder and leg 
hurt less when he sat up. 

He looked across the truck at his 
younger brother, Hwa Soonie. Four days 
ago Jimmy had promised their mother 
he would take care of Hwa Soonie. Now 
his brother and he had been hurt in 
the bombing of their village and friendly 
American soldiers had lifted them onto 
their truek going south. 

How could he care for Hwa Soonie? 
He didn’t know where they were going 
and he had no money. The kind Amer- 
icans couldn’t speak Korean and _his 
shoulder throbbed. He put his hand to 


*First Congregational Church, Des Plaines, Illi- 


nois. 
*From publicity for “One Great Hour of Shar- 
ing,’ oe ouncil of the Churches of Christ 


in the U 


International Journal of Religious Educatio 


Korean soldiers had passe} 
through their village on their way soutt| 
Jimmy’s family had not been disturbe| 

. Jimmy continued to follow hij 
father into the fields and watch the ol] 
bull patiently pulling the heavy woode | 
plough through the rice paddy. 


their way South. ‘““They’re Chinese,” said) 
a neighbor. it 

Soon afterwards, sickness spread rap 
ly from house to house. The villages 
whispered “cholera!” and many died. 


When their father and mother took il} 
the boys were frightened. ‘Promise mi 
you will look after Hwa Soonie,” thei Vi 
mother said the night before they died. 


If the soldiers hadn’t come, thet 
would have been no need to take cat| 
of his brother. On holidays there woul) ©" 
have been special feasts and beautifu) 
new clothes. His last holiday coat we] 
made of green silk with sleeves of blut|) 
red, and gold stripes. Wearing it ani 
his new padded trousers he had walke| 
with Hwa Soonie over the first mountail) 
poe to their venerable grandmother’s vil 
age. 

Bowing their faces to the floor they j 
homage to her honorable age. She smile) 
gave them a few coins, admired their ne\ 
clothes, and ordered her daughter-in-la’) 
to bring in a table set with food. Nothin 
was too good for her grandsons, she said) 4, , 
After all, they would inherit her rice field} 
When she died they would put up, a litt} 
tablet in their home in her honor and brin| 
sacrifices to her grave. i} 

Now, their home was burned and wh} 
could know what had happened to thei} 
grandmother. 

On the long ride to Seoul and farth¢| 
south, Jimmy and the other children wer 
given plenty of food, and were treate] 
kindly. But Jimmy’s wounds swelled an} 
ached. By the time he and his brothe 
were taken to a Presbyterian missio| 
hospital, they both felt very sick. 

It was months before Jimmy was we 
enough to leave the hospital. He had né 
seen Hwa Soonie recently and -when h 
asked the overworked Korean nurses fé 
him, they said they didn’t know what ha 
become of him. [ 

“There are so many children,” said or 
nurse. “No child asked to stay with h| 
brother. Some children were taken to a 
orphanage in Taegu.” 

So Jimmy started for Taegu. Most) 
he walked, with only short sides in jeeps ¢ 
trucks. When he arrived in the strang 
city he was so hungry he sat down an 
cried. 

Three boys gathered around s 
Dressed in rags, they had the dirtiest fac 
he had ever seen. Each carried a tin ¢2 
on a string. ; 


“Did you come from the North?” asked 
_ the youngest. 

| “Yes. My parents died of cholera. And 
_ I’ve lost my brother.” 

“Tt’s the same story with most of us 
orphans. Come and sleep with us. To- 
| morrow you can get a can and beg, or 
' hunt food on the city dump.” 

The boys’ home was a lean-to of sticks 
and rice bags at the side of a warehouse. 
Jimmy shared their life for several weeks. 
The boy nearest his age took him on his 
door-to-door begging route. 


One snowy day, too sick and cold to 
| wander any longer, Jimmy dragged him- 
| self under the railway station roof and 
_ crouched close to the wall. He began to 
shake with a chill. A station policeman 
| came toward him. Jimmy hoped he would 
not strike him and tell him to move on. 
_ He bent his body and covered his face. 


The next thing Jimmy noticed was a 
warm floor under him and the smell of 
' breakfast cooking. He heard strange voices 
_ outside the door. If this was a dream, he 
_ wanted it to go on forever. 

“Wake up. We’ve brought you some- 
thing to eat.” Jimmy opened his eyes. 
Four strange boys, who looked very clean, 
had come into the room. 

“Where am I?” asked Jimmy. 

“New Hope Orphanage,” said one of 
the boys as he helped Jimmy to sit up. 
| “We’re your roommates. No more begging 
for us. We eat twice every day out in the 
_ dining room. We have to wash every day, 
but you can get used to it.” 

The first time Jimmy ate in the dining 
room, a boy caught his hand before he 
could take one mouthful. All of the boys 
bowed their heads, and one boy said, 
“Thank you, God, for this food and for 
taking care of us.” Then they all sang. 


Every day they spent three hours in a 
church where they had school and worship. 
Jimmy listened to his new friends reading, 
talking to God, i 
: Everything was new and strange 
to him. He had never seen a school or 
a book, or known anyone who could read. 
Not until he reached the hospital had he 
heard of God and Jesus. He had many 
questions to ask about them. 

One day, the teacher whom Jimmy 
liked best told him that God hated steal- 
ing, lying, cheating and selfishness. 

Jimmy was worried. “I’ve stolen food 
from market stalls when I was hungry and 
had no money,” he said. “Is God angry 
with me?” 

The teacher smiled. ‘I’m sure he isn’t. 
God is our loving Father who is sorry when 
we have no food or shelter. He’s glad 
when we ask him to forgive us. Jesus 
gave his life so that we would know we 
are God’s children.” 

“Then we are all inthe same family! 
said Jimmy. “I can talk to God just like 
the other boys.” 

He bowed his head. “Dear father,” he 
Brayed,, “Tm sorry I stole. Thank you 
Or giving me a new family and home. 
Please look after Hwa Soonie for me and 
help me to find him.” 


Hymn: “Brother of All the | World” 


OFFERING SERVICE: (LEADER: ) As Jesus 
‘spent his life for men, and as others 
following him gave without counting the 
“cost, we would share a part of our lives 
and our money that good may be done 
in our community, and help may go in- 
to the needy parts of the world. 

Orrertnc Response: “Lord, I want to 
be more loving in my heart” (stanza of 
“Lord, I Want to Be a Christian.” ) 


May, 1954 


1? 


2. Extending Our Homes 

Worsuip CENTER: The 
week. 

ListeninGc Music: 


Catt To Worsuip: 
Praise the Lord, all nations! 
Extol him, all peoples! 
For great is his steadfast love toward us; 
And the faithfulness of the Lord endures 
forever. 
Praise the Lord! (Psalm 117) 


Hymn: “Now Thank We All Our God” 


LEADER: Paul, the great Christian, often 
wrote to his friends of ways in which 
they might show love to one another 
and reflect the love that Jesus had 
toward people. We will listen to a part 
of his letter to the people of Philippi. 


same as last 


“O Brother Man” 


A Junior May Reap: Philippians 2:2-5 


Story: “Making New Friends” 

Mrs. Richards came home from her 
church women’s meeting with a new idea. 
“Tve invited a guest for the week-end,” 
she said. 

No one was too surprised. The Richards 
had lots of friends in the community they 
had just moved from. These friends came 
often to visit in the university town where 
father was to teach when school began in 
the fall. 

Big sister Helen was washing her paint 
brushes. She was working on a water color 
of the new garden. ‘Who is it?” she in- 
quired. 

“He’s a student from Lebanon,” Mother 
announced. 

“From Lebanon! Where’s that?” Tom 
thought he had heard of Lebanon, but 
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couldn’t place it on the map. 

“Where did you find him?” 
Father. 

“There are a number of foreign students 
in the college here,” Mother replied. “They 
cannot go home for the summer because it 
is too far and too expensive to return to 
their homes. They are lonesome for their 
families. Many of them go back to their 
own country without ever having been 
inside an American home.” 

The Richards were willing, but felt a 
little ill at ease. ‘What will we talk 
about?” asked Helen. “I don’t know a 
thing about Lebanon.” 

“Ts he a Christian?” asked Mr. Richards. 
“Maybe we could talk about the mission 
schools.” 

“No,” said Mrs. Richards, a little un- 
comfortable now. “He’s an Arab. And 
a Mohammedan. And that’s all I know. 
I guess we'll just have to treat him like 
we do any other visitor; like one of the 
family.” 

Tom was busy making a model airplane, 
and he went right on with the intricate 
business of fitting rubber bands and small 
pieces of fusilage in the right places. He 
thought he would show the visitor his 
plane. Everyone would be interested in 
planes, he was sure. But all the Arabs 
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he had seen in the movies rode wild horses! 
And they wore long robes and _ head- 
dresses. 

When Saturday came, it was a beautiful, 
breezy day. Tom hurried off with his 
friends to try out his plane in a nearby 
field. He forgot all about the expected 
visitor until he saw the family car stop 
on the street, and his mother called to 
him, ‘‘Want a ride home to lunch?” 

Tom hopped into the back seat, and 
was surprised to find his father, and a 
strange gentleman chatting together as if 
they had known each other all of their 
lives. 

“This is Mr. Hassim,” Father introduced 
the strange man, “He is our visitor from 
Lebanon. Just think, he teaches agri- 
culture in the university there, just as I 
do here. Probably he will be in some of 
my Classes this fall.” Mr. Hassim flashed 
a bright smile at Tom, and the two men 
went on talking. Mr. Hassim spoke ex- 
cellent English. 

Tom stared at Mr.° Hassim as well as 
he could without being rude. He looked 
very much like Tom’s father, neatly 
dressed in a business suit; his eyes were 
blue, and though his skin. was tanned, it 
was like his father’s at the end of the 
summer. Tom looked to see if he might 
be holding a turban or strange head-dress 
in his hand, but like most of the men in 
the university town in the summer, he 
wore no hat at all. Tom held his air- 
plane and wished he could ask about the 
wild horses and long robes. 


At home, he had no chance, either. 
Helen was working on her picture. When 
Mr. Hassim saw what she was doing, he 
pointed to the brief case he carried and 
then stopped and opened it there in the 
yard. With excitement, he drew out some 
water colors. He had done them since he 
came to America, he told Helen. It was 
his hobby; in his loneliness away from 
home and family, he spent many hours 
in the nearby park painting the lake and 
the flower borders near it. There were 
also some delicate drawings of families 
he had watched in the park. All of the 
drawings had boys in them, boys about 
Tom’s age. 

“It keeps me from missing my young 
son so much,” he explained, ‘“‘and then, 
too, I can send these pictures. home so 
my family can see what it is like here. 
One misses one’s family when they are 
so far away.” 

At last Tom was able to get a word in. 
“Did you say you have a son?” he asked. 
“How old is he?” 

Mr. Hassim studied Tom with great 
interest. ‘‘He is just about your size,” he 
said. “And what is this you have in your 
hands? A model airplane? That, too, is 
his hobby. Not long ago I sent him a 
packet from America. In his last letter, he 
said he has almost finished putting the 
plane together.” 
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“Golly,” breathed Tom, forgetting all 
about the wild horses and turbans, “wish | 
he could join our model plane club. He'd | i 
have fun flying with us. Could I write g 
a letter to him?” | (a 

“Lunch is nearly ready,” called Mother, 
“You folks must let Mr. Hassim alone — 
long enough to go to his room and freshen } \\ | 
up. You'll wear him out.” Fg 

Tom, Helen, Father and Mr. Hassim | | 
all grinned at each other. Tom touched |) 
his arm. “Say, Mr. Hassim, Ill save the |) 
place next to me for you to sit. Hurry up, 
won’t you? I’d like to tell you some more | | 
about_my model planes!” } 
PRAYER: We thank you, O God, for the | 

new friends who come to make our | 

lives rich and interesting. Help us to | 

reach out with friendly hands and wel- ° 

coming words to many different kinds | \, 

of people. May we be appreciative of 
all God’s children. Amen. 
OFFERING SERVICE: Use the service sug- | 
gested for a previous Sunday. 


3. This is "My Home" 


Worsuip CEnTer: If a copy of “Christ | , 
the Welcome Guest” by Von Uhde is © 
available, use it on a picture holder. | 

ListeninG Music: “Far Round the 
World” im it 

Catz to Worsuip: Chorus of hymn, | 
“Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart” ; 


Hymn: “Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the | 
Sun” 
Story: “A Second Home” | i 

In the city of Naples there is a large | 
section of broken buildings which look as | 
if a giant had come in and started to 
pull them down. American travelers are | 
reminded of cities in America where | 
buildings are being broken up by huge 
steam shovels to make way for apartment | 
buildings or skyscrapers. The buildings — 
look abandoned at first sight; looking | jj 
again one sees there are many children } |) 
playing about. Family washings are strung | |) 
from windows and hung in the yards! |) 
People live here! a 

Indeed, the traveler learns, thousands of || 
people are living among these broken |} 
buildings in the Granili section of Naples. | 
Naples was heavily bombed during the 
war and much of the housing in this. 
section was destroyed. Families are | 
crowded into the damp, dark rooms 
cause there are not enough new homes 
to care for them. | 

It is very hard to have happy families 
in these ruins. There is much sickness. 
Many fathers are unemployed so they 
cannot earn enough to find better houses. 
For the very poor, there would be none, 
anyway. And these people are very, very 

or! { 

There is one spot in Granili, however, 
where there is a happy home. Church 
people from America have sent money to 
help Italian Protestants to create a center 
where families may receive love and help. 
It is called “Casa Mia,” “my home.” For 
many Granili families it has become bet 
ter than their own home. Children 
are fed here; they may attend classes; 
they play happily under the care of 


Christian leaders. 4g 

On any day at Casa Mia, at any time) + 
of the day, you will see boys and girl, f° 
fathers and mothers, being fed a whole * 


some meal. This may be the only meal 
they will have that day, except for a piece 
of bread at home. Everyone who comes | 
to Casa Mia is invited to eat. The leaders 
know all are hungry. 

On any day, you will see boys and g 


} 
| 


in white aprons to cover their shabby 
clothes, playing and singing in the yard. 
_ Older boys may be returning from a swim- 
Bining trip with their leader, their hair still 
wet and their faces shining. Mothers 
are in the sewing rooms, using sewing 
‘machines to repair clothing, and learning 
how to remodel old garments. Fathers 
-may be attending classes, learning how 
_ to read, so they will have something to do 
during the long hours when they do not 
_work, and, even more important, learning 
_ new trades which will help them find work. 
_ Health clinics help keep the young babies 
well. 
In such a place, there is a chance for 

families in Granili to find happiness. There 
is help, and friendship, and. the love that 
_ Jesus showed for the poor who surrounded 
him when he lived. It is indeed, Casa 
Mia, “my home,” a real home! 
“Scripture Reapine: I John 3:11, 18. 
_PrayER: May our love spread and grow, 
_ O God, like a seed that is planted ‘and 
_ grows into a fruitful tree, that we will 
have enough for all kinds of people in 
a world that needs it so badly. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 


Pa Des 


4. We Will Grow in Love 

Worsuip Center: As for other Sundays. 
Catt to Worsuip: lst stanza, “Come, 
BP Thou Almighty \King” 

Hymn: First stanza, “O Brother Man, 
_ Fold to thy Heart Thy Brother’ 
Scriprure: (Leader) 

| The New Testament tells us, in many 
ways, how to reach out with our love to 
other people. Let us hear some of these 
Great words as we think of places where 
{ 


love is needed. It takes a special kind of 
love to care for people who live far away 
from us, whom we may never see. It takes 
a special kind of love that stretches out 
when we are seldom hungry ourselves and 
always have enough warm clothes. The 
great leader Paul was thinking of this 
special love when he reminded the people 
at Ephesus that to show love toward 
others was to imitate God. 

An older Junior may read: 
eal 

Leader: We are grateful for churches 
where we can sing hymns, offer prayers, 
make offerings and hear of the gospel. 
Paul thought this gave us special privi- 
leges. As we do this, “in the name of 
Jesus Christ”? we can plan to show some 
special act of kindness to people who are 
not Christians, or who are far away from 
their own loved churches. As we listen to 
the reading, let us think of ways in which 
we could help. 

A junior may read: Colossians 3:16, 17 

Leader: Did some of these thoughts 
come to you? 

We can entertain special guests in our 
homes. 

We can invite them to church with us. 

We can be respectful and kind and 
friendly toward those who have come 
from other lands, who were not born here, 
who may speak with an accent, or who 
look different from us. 


Hymn: 2nd stanza, “O Brother Man” 


Leader: Churches in other lands often 
need our help. Paul wrote to the church 
people in Corinth telling them how gen- 
erous the people of Macedonia had been, 
even though they were very poor them- 
selves. He knew the church in Corinth 
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would want to help when they heard. 
Perhaps he would write a letter like this 
to us, the church in , if he were 
alive and writing letters to churches today. 

A junior may read II Corinthians 8: 1-5 


Hymn: 3rd stanza, “O Brother Man” 
OFFERING SERVICE: 


Leader: Our offering is one of the ways 
in which we help. Our love goes with our 
gifts. The leader Paul also said, “Let each 


of you look not only to his own interests, 

but also to the interests of others.” 
Response: “We Send Our Love to 

Every Land” : 

Ctosinc Prayer: “Peace be to the breth- 
ern, and love with faith, from God the 
Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Grace be with all who love our Lord 
Jesus Christ with love undying.” Amen. 
(Ephesians 6:23) 


Junior High =D partite 


By Charlotte C. Jones* 


THEME FoR JuNE: The Wider Fellowship 


For the Leader: 


In May we considered the topic of good 
will spreading throughout the world, in 
response to Jesus’ last commission. June 
starts with Whitsunday, in celebration of 
the Day of Pentecost, when all felt bound 
together by the common understanding 
of the Spirit of God. 

Since school graduation comes in June, 
we may wish to plan a service of new be- 
ginnings, or commencement, emphasizing 
the growth not only of ability but of un- 
derstanding and helpfulness. As a special 
feature highlighting this thought, there is 
included a dramatization worked out by 
a junior high class, telling the story of 
Sarah Chakko, a girl from India who be- 
came a Christian world leader. This might 
introduce the story of the World Council 
of Churches, the second assembly of which 
is to be held in this country, in August, 
at Evanston, Illinois. Special emphasis 
should be placed upon the young people 
taking part in this great body. 

Worship centers may include a globe, 
the cross, with a Bible open to the Gospels 
or the Acts. 


1. All with One Accord 
PRELUDE: “Spirit of God, for Every Good” 


Catt To WorsHIP: 

Oh sing unto the Lord, all the earth! 

Sing unto the Lord, bless his name; 

Declare his glory among the nations, 

His aaa a works among all the peo- 
ples: 

For great is the Lord, and greatly to be 
praised ; 

Honor and majesty are before him; 

Strength and beauty are in his sanctu- 


ary. 
Wherefore, let us all sing unto the 
Lord! 
Hymn: “Spirit of God, for Every Good” 
PRAYER: 

Our Father, we thank thee for thy spirit, 
at work in the world today, in the beauties 
and mysteries of nature, but still more in 
the hearts of thy children, prompting 
them to deeds of kindness and unselfish 
friendship. Grant that we may listen to 
thy still small voice speaking within our 
inmost being, that we may obey what we 


Religious education writer, lecturer; pastor’s 
wife, “The Claremont Community Church, Clare- 
mont, California. 


know to be thy will, and ever share with 
others the love and joy which thou dost 
give so bountifully. In the name of Jesus, 
we pray. Amen. 

Scripture Tatx: “The Birthday of the 

Church” 

This is the birthday of the Christian 
Church. We call it the Day of Pentecost, 
from the Greek word meaning fifty, be- 
cause it came in the old Jewish calendar 
fifty days after Passover, the time of our 
Easter, and was celebrated with rejoicing 
for the early harvest at the end of the 
spring planting. . 

It was on that day when Jesus’ friends 
gathered together, “with one accord,” to 
talk especially about him. And because 
Jewish people from many distant places 
came up to Jerusalem to keep the festival, 
a great crowd joined them. The joy of the 
disciples as they realized the meaning of 
Jesus’ last words that he would always be 
with them, spread throughout the group, 
so that a great many others decided they, 
too, wanted to be counted as his followers. 
Thus it was indeed a day of “first fruits,” 
as Pentecost was called, for the new Chris- 
tian Church which was being born. 

Peter, who had so recently been filled 
with fear, and had even denied knowing 
Jesus, now stood up boldly, in the midst 
of the people, and said, “God will pour out 
his spirit on us all, as we realize that he 
did indeed send Jesus, to turn our hearts 
to the truth.” 

So those early “followers of the Way,” 
as they were called, went forth with 
great courage to bring to all the good 
news of the coming of Jesus. And today 
still, wherever his followers decide to carry 
on his work, the Spirit of God fills their 
hearts with joy and courage, as they recall 
the Master’s words, “Lo, I am with you 
always.” 


Hymn: “We Bear the Strain of Earthly 

Care” 
Story: “A Modern Follower of the Way’” 

One of those who decided to become a 
“Follower of the Way,” found himself one 
day on top of a mountain in China, where 
he had gone in obedience to Jesus’ great 
commission to his friends,—to go into 
all the world and teach the ‘“‘good news.” 
On this mountain was a Buddhist monas- 
tery, built in honor of an ancient ruler 
who had carried an ox on his shoulders 
up the steep slope, because he thought 
such sacrificial toil would cure his people 
of plague. 

As the young missionary sat down to rest 


1Related by Dr. Henry Smith Leiper, pioneer in 
the World Church. 
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in a cave behind the monastery, he caught| | 
sight of a newspaper and realized that)! 
somebody had been there before him. Pick-) 
ing up the paper, he saw to his surprise] 
that it was printed in English instead ol} 
Chinese. But imagine his even greatei) «1! 
amazement when he discovered that it wai) 
actually a paper from his own town ir] 
America. Not only had somebody beer) 
there before him, not only was that some! 
body from America, but he was from hij 
very home! Can you imagine how hap; 7 
he felt? A friend had already been to th 
far-off place before him! /- 
“Then he realized that even had ne 
friend been there, he could know that Goel 
was on that isolated mountain top in the) 
faraway country. Indeed, there was ne) 
place in the whole world where God wail 
not; there was no place at all where onc) 
might go and not be able to feel God’) 
presence and spirit. And knowing this, hel 
could always be at home, well content tc} 
make new friends and build up the church) — 
of Christ who once had said to his follow) © 
ers, “Go into all the world to teach thos¢| 
things which I have taught you, and ie 
will be with you always.” 1 
Prayer Hymn: “Holy Spirit, Truth Dij_ 
vine” te 
BENEDICTION 


2. "Round the World 


to cooperate in spreading the Gospel tcl 
all people. The world church grew ou\) 
of the heroic labors of missionaries of 

denominations, and includes all who wish 
to join their efforts, in the spirit of thc) — 
Master. Nor is it for grown people alone) — 
but for every young person and chilc| 
who can find joy in the love of Jesus} 
In the six years since the first assembly : 
Amsterdam, it has grown from 148 to 161) 
kinds of churches from 48 different coun!) | 
tries, and represents over 150 millior 

Christians. | 


2 | 

(This year the second assembly will be 
held in our own country, and no doubi} 
young people will again gather early tc 
practice for their great choir, lay plans] 
for the international work camps, and stu;| 
dent exchange between the different coun) 
tries. | 

(One gracious leader will be sadly missed) 
youthful Sarah Chakko of India, honorec) 
by being the first woman to be chosen aj} 
one of the World Council’s six presidents) 
to represent the entire Orient. Her death 
at the beginning of the year saddenec 
friends around the globe. Because of hei 
great yet humble devotion to the kingdom) 
the following dramatization was workec}) 
out by an eighth grade class to be pre 
sented.at a program based on the though' 
of learning and growing.) 
DRAMATIZATION: “Top Shelf” | 

(As with dehydrated food, this has been 
much concentrated to save space; to Te) 
turn to its original form, lubricate liber 
ally with imagination.) 


ee 


PArr I—Prayinc ScHooL k 
Reporter (from U.S.): Well, thant 
goodness, here I am at last—Amsterdam 
and the World Council of Churches! | 
can hardly believe it. Now, lets see 
where’s that letter of introduction 
Wouldn’t you know it, down at the very 
bottom! (Contents of stuffed briefe 
overflow table for humorous suspense. 
Gives me authority to interview all tl 
important folks here. Wow! Hope I car 


‘carry out the assignment. What stories 
for our young fry! Good for them, though, 
to find out what kind of a church they’ve 
really joined up with. Oh, oh! Looks like 

my first victim’s approaching. Why, I 
know her; she was on the platform at that 
meeting . . . Pardon me, but aren’t you 
| Sarah Chakko? I have a favor to ask,— 
_ an interview, so our young people can get 
_ acquainted with fellow-Christians. 

S. (in white sari): Why, thank you for 
the honor. I am delighted to send greet- 
ings to your youth of America from ours 
_ in India. How shall we start? 
| Rep.: Well, suppose you give me some 
(idea of how you happened to become a 

Christian teacher. 
| S.: That’s easy! I always did like to 
_teach. It began back in my home, when 
we used to play school in our family. It 
| was this way. (Sit) One day I had been 
_ studying very hard in father’s library when 
| 
| 


os 


all of a sudden two of my sisters came 
‘running in. (Two girls enter; called 1 and 


| 1: Oh Sarah! Come on, Sarah, you’ve 
_ studied enough. Come, play with us. 
__&.: What would you like to play? 


| 2: Let’s play school! 
let: Yes, let's. You be teacher, Sarah. 
Tell us some Bible stories. 
|S: All right. How would you like to 
learn a Psalm? 
| 1 and 2: Yes, yes! 
| 1: Which one? 


2: You choose, Sarah. You know 
better than we do. 
_S:- Well, let’s see,—how would you 
like to learn, ““The Lord is my shepherd?” 
‘That's my favorite. 
land 2: Yes, yes! 
2: I like that one. 
S: There ought to be a book about it 
here somewhere. 
| 1: Isn’t it in the Bible? 
' S$: Yes, of course. But father has a 
_ book which tells about the shepherds car- 
ing for their sheep in the country where 
_ King David lived. He was the one who 
__ wrote the Psalm, you know. He used to 
be a shepherd boy himself,—before he 
got to be king. That must be it,—that 
Seat big book up there, on the top shelf. 


1: But you never can reach the top 
shelf, Sarah. 

_ 2: No, Sarah, that’s too high! 

$: I know it’s high. But I think I 
‘can climb up, if I try,—real hard! 

1 and 2: Careful, Sarah! Don’t fall! 
|S (after climbing): There, I have it! 
Its more fun to reach for a thing that’s 
‘high up! It gives you a feeling of accom- 
plishing something! 

1: Yes, that’s so! 

| S: Let’s take the book into our play- 
room, where we can set up a_ school 
without bothering father, in case he comes 
in here to study. 

(They go out. Sarah returns to reporter ) 


Part II]—Cuimsinc HIGHER 
S: So you see, that’s the way it all 


That’s a grand story for our 
young people. I think I'll call it “Top 
Shelf.” That should put ideas into their 
aeads! But what happened after that? 


S: Well, after that I studied harder 
than ever. Of course I had it in the back 
of my head that some day I would be 
4 teacher, just like the fine women who 
were trying so hard to teach us at the 
lsabella Thoburn College. That was 
founded by a great woman from your 
country, you know. She wanted girls in 

ia to have as good a Christian educa- 
ion as in your free land where girls as 
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well as boys were taught to be of service 
to others. I studied so hard! Then after 
graduation they asked me to stay on to 
teach the younger girls coming in. Finally, 
one day—a great day in my life—a won- 
derful opportunity came. It happened 
like this. (Walks to right.) 


CoutLtece Dean: Sarah, come here 
quickly! You can’t imagine what has 
happened! 


S: What is it, Dean? 

D: There’s a committee meeting in the 
office right now. You know they came 
to choose a new president for our college. 
And what do you think? 

S: Why, I can’t guess—unless, they’ve 
chosen you! 

D: Me? Goodness, no! I’d never be 
able to do that! But, Sarah, it’s you they 
want! You have just the experience, and 
all the qualifications neccesary. 

S: I? How is that possible? 

D: Why, just because you have been 
such a wonderful teacher all this time. 
And whenever the president had to go 
away, you Carried on, all alone. 

S: Yes, but only for a short while. 

D: Of course! But that’s how they 
all know you can, The girls all like you 
so much! And you were able to keep 
everything going so smoothly, and every- 
body happy. 

S: But you were all so wonderful about 
helping me! 

D: Naturally! We all liked working 
under you! Don’t you see? You have 
natural leadership. And everyone knows 
your heart is in this work. That’s how 
you’ve kept climbing up in it—up and up, 
until now you’ve reached the very top! 
You will do it, won’t you? 

S: Ill try. Ill try very hard! Perhaps 
it is what God wants me to do—teach 
always! With him helping us, we'll make 
this the finest college possible. (She returns 
to reporter.) 

Rep.: So that’s how you got to be a 
college president. And now, here you are 
head of this study commission for the 
Protestant women of the world. Quite a 
job, too! 

S: It’s just that there are so many 
opportunities for service, if we let God 
help us see them. With him leading, 
it’s—why, it’s just like a shepherd, lead- 
ing his sheep, to the best in life. 

Rep.: Ill remember that. And thank 
you so much, Miss Chakko. I can hardly 
wait to get this written up! 

S: Good luck! And—peace and good 
health to you, as we say in our country. 

Rep.: Thank you again, on behalf of 
the youth of America. 

Hymns: “We Are Climbing” (choir) ; 

“In Christ There is No East or West” 


(all). 


3. Thy Kingdom Come 


(A service for commissioning special 
delegates, talking about the United 
Christian Youth Movement, or the Youth 
Department of the World Council, as a 
spiritual foundation for the United 
Nations, working toward peace and cooper- 
ation. ) 

Cay To WorsHIP: 

Let the peoples praise thee, O God, 
Let all the people praise thee! We, too, 
would praise thee; for we acknowledge 
thee to be the Lord; all the earth doth 
worship thee, the Father everlasting. 
ScripturF: Ephesians 3:14-19. 

Hymns: “God of Our Youth,” “O Son 
of Man, Thou Madest Known.” (Be- 
tween each of the four stanzas of the 
latter, tell the following incidents.) 


Tatxs: “The Kingdom Comes, in Other 

Lands” 

1. One day a student from a wealthy 
home in China went with a friend to call 
on younger boys in some of the poorer 
parts of the city, thinking to interest 
them in a class. At one humble home, 
the youngster visited wished to show the 
usual courteous hospitality to a visitor, and 
offered each of the two older boys a glass 
of water, since nothing else was available 
for refreshment. 


The student was about to drink from 
his glass when he noticed a hair floating 
on the surface of the water. Of course 
he did not wish to drink the water, nor 
did he want, on the other hand, to embar- 
rass the little fellow watching him hopeful- 
ly. What should he do? For just an in- 
stant he hesitated, then calmly drank 
the water down, pronouncing it very re- 
freshing, to the great satisfaction of his 
young host. 


That may seem a small thing, and yet 
it changed the entire course of that 
student’s life. He had never thought be- 
fore about the boys and girls growing 
up in his country, too poor to have any- 
thing but water for a party treat, and 
ignorant of the simplest rules of cleanli- 
ness and health. Instead of becoming a 
teacher of high class youth, as he had 
planned, this student dedicated his life 
to teaching children of the slums. 

2. Among the youthful members of the 
World Church, is a young man from 
Nigeria, Africa. His family name _ is 
Ademola, which means ‘crowned with 
honor,” and his given name, Adeyemi, 
“the crown fits me,” both very appropriate 


He Was 
Nero’s 
Scapegoat 


Next to the 
story of Christ 
Himself, Paul's 
is no doubt 
the most dra- 
matic in the 
New Testa- 
ment. As re- 
told for teen-agers by ALBERT N. WIL- 
LIAMS in PAUL, The World's First Mis- 


sionary, Paul's adventurous life con- 
veys the fundamental spiritual values 
of our religion in gripping huraan 
terms. Heroes of God Series. 


$2.00 at your bookstore 


ASSOCIATION PRESS 
291 Broadway, N. Y. C. 7 


by E. STANLEY 
JONES 


How to find and 
follow the Chris- 
tian way—a year's 
daily devotions. 

Pocket Size * $1.50 


. . . and don’t forget 
GROWING SPIRITUALLY 
the new book of daily 
devotions. Pocket Size, $1.50 


At All Bookstores 
ABINGDON PRESS 


o 
oui 


for Christians in Nigeria. When young 
Adeyemi was choosing his life work, he 
decided to become a doctor, since that 
work seemed to be most needed by his 
people, living in villages far from cities 
where medical help was to be had. 

So he worked very hard in Nigeria, 
learning all the things a _pre-medical 
student must know, and especially English, 
in order to go to London for his graduate 
work. After that he would return to his 
own people and care for the sick, teaching 
them, and preaching about their spiritual 
as well as physical needs. Adeyemi was one 
of the many young people in the great 
choir at Amsterdam, at the birth of the 
World Council of Churches. 

3. Also present at that first assembly, in 
1948, was a beautiful little girl from 
India. She wore her hair in two thick 
braids hanging down her back, as some 
of our girls do. Her saris were simple, 
but very dainty, as they hung in grace- 
ful folds from her shoulders and waist. 
Her ready smile disclosed beautiful white 
teeth, and sparkling dark eyes flashed with 
merriment as she talked about helping her 
mother prepare the different kinds of curry 
in their home. 

One wondered what she could be doing; 
among all the other learned delegates 
there, she looked very young and small. 
And yet this simple-appearing little girl 
was the second woman in all India to 
receive a theological degree, and was on 
her way to America to continue her studies, 
in order that she, too, might return to 
teach her people better ways of Christian 
living. 


4. Lord of All Creation 

CatL To Worsuip: O worship the 
Lord in the beauty of holiness; come 
before him all the earth! Let the heavens 
rejoice and let the earth be glad; let 
the sea roar and the fullness thereof; let 
the fields be joyful and all that is 
therein. 

Hymns: “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore 
Thee,” “My Country is the World” 
(Let the pupils plan this service, choos- 

ing Scripture and writing a prayer on the 
thought of God’s presence and care for his 
children everywhere. The story may be 
taken from Sir Galahad healing King 
Amfortas. This is symbolic of all who 
assist those in need, emphasizing the truth 
that no one can really aid another without 
the loving sympathy which first inquires 
into the meaning of suffering, and then 
asks, ‘““How can I help?’’) 
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So High wid: Young 
iZ cople’s Departments 


by Francis F. Fisher* 


THEME FOR JUNE: God in Nature 


To the Leader: 

In looking for God in nature this month 
we shall see him in the first two services 
through the eyes of St. Francis of Assisi 
and his Canticle to the Sun. The third 
service is based on hymns and psalms of 
nature. If possible the fourth pratt be 
held in the out-of-doors. 


1. All Creatures of our God 


Worsuip CENTER: Picture of St. Francis 
preaching to the birds* 

PRELUDE: “Fairest Lord Jesus” 

Catt To WorsHIP: 

Look to this day! 

For it is life, the very life of life. 

In its brief course lie all the verities and 
realities of your existence: 

The bliss of growth; 

The glory of action; 

The splendor of beauty; 

For yesterday is already a dream, and to- 
morrow is only a vision; 

But today, well lived, makes every yester- 
day 

A dream of happiness, and every tomorrow 
a vision of hope. 

Look well, therefore, to this day! 

Such is the salutation of the dawn! 

—from the Sanskrit 


PRAYER FOR GUIDANCE in this service and 
during this day 


Hymn: “Come, Thou Almighty King” 
or ‘Praise the Lord, Ye Heavens Adore 
Him” 

Story: ‘St. Francis Praises God” 

The story of St. Francis is familiar to 
all. His simplicity, idealism and _ single- 
minded devotion to his Father have en- 
deared him to Christians ever since his 
day. 

One of the most striking things about 
his philosophy is his great love for nature. 
There are many stories illustrating the 
oneness which he had with all humble 
creatures. They tell how he pleaded with 
the people of Gubbio to feed the wolf who 
had ravaged their flocks because through 
hunger “Brother Wolf” had done this 
wrong. Our worship center shows him 
teaching and preaching to the many birds 
who daily flocked around him. 


Perhaps his greatest recorded expression 
of this closeness to nature is found in his 
Canticle to the Sun. It cannot be appre- 
ciated, however, apart from the circum- 
stances of its writing. Francis was coming 
to the end of life. Periods of blindness be- 
came more frequent and other symptoms 
led him to believe that death was near. On 


*Editorial Assistant, The Ministers and Mis- 
sionaries Benefit Board of the American Baptist 
Convention, New York City. 


1The most famous painting of this subject is 
Giotto’s, “St. Francis Preaching to Birds,” from 
the mural in the church at Assisi. This is avail- 
able in size 11x15 inches, in an Alinari color 
print, suitable for framing. Order from_local art 
store or from the International Art Publishing 
Co., Inc., 243 West Congress St., Detroit 26, 
Michigan. Price, $3.00. 
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his way to the hermitage, his home, h 
stopped to say farewell to Sister Clara, th} 


Her conversion had attracted other womei) Beiyr PR 
and Francis had given them for a hom) 


his first vows. There was a deep mysti 
love between the two which enabled Clar _ 
to understand his problems and to advisi| | k 
him with her sane judgment. 


While there he was stricken and fi 
fifteen days was so blind he could n 
even distinguish light. Clara devoted her} 
self to him, made him a reed hut in t 
little monastery garden and by her co 
panionship brought comfort and coura' 
to him. Gradually his usual joy returne 
Sometimes the sisters would hear fain} 
melodies coming from the hut. Then o 
day, after a long conversation with Clar 
he took his place at the monastery tabl 
The meal had barely begun when sudden 
he seemed rapt away in ecstasy whic 
lasted for some minutes. Then, comin 
to himself, he cried, “Praise be to God 
He had just composed the Canticle to th\) 
Sun. 4 

Francis lived about 1226 A.D. Let of 
hear a literal translation of his great hym') 
made by Matthew Arnold in 1833. a 


Porm: 


CANTICLE TO THE SUN 
O Most high, almighty, good Lord Go 
to thee belong praise, glory, honor, ant 
all blessing! j 


Praised be my Lord God with all hil { 
creatures, and especially our brother, th] 
Sun, who brings us the day and who bring} 
us the light; fair is he and shines with - 
very great splendor; he signifies thee to us 
O Lord. 

Praised be my Lord for our sister, th} 
Moon, and for the Stars, which he hal”) 
set clear and lovely in the heavens. te 

Praised be my Lord for our brother, th) 
Wind, and for Air and Cloud, Calms ani} 
all weather, by which thou upholdest lif} 
in all creatures. | 

Praised be my Lord for our sistei 
Water, who is very serviceable unto ui} 
and humble and precious and clean, 

Praised be my Lord for our brothei 
Fire, through whom thou givest us lighti 
darkness; and he is bright and pleasan 
and very mighty and strong. | 

Praised be my Lord for our mothet 
Earth, who doth sustain us and keep ws 
and bringeth forth divers fruits an 
flowers, of many colors and grass. 

Praised be my Lord for all those wh 
pardon one another for his love’s sake| 
and who endure weakness and tribulation 
blessed are they who peaceably shall en 
dure, for thou, O Most High, shalt giv} 
them a crown. 

Praised be my Lord for our sister, Death 
from which no man escapeth. Blessed ar 
they who are found walking by thy mos 
holy will. 

Praise ye and bless the Lord, and g 
thanks unto him, and serve him 
great humility. 


Hymn: “God that Madest Earth an 
Heaven” or “Fairest Lord Jesus” 


Leaver: In 1910 an Anglican clergyman, 
_| William Draper, wrote a poetic interpre- 
tation of the Canticle to the Sun. Al- 
though its disregards the mysticism of 
St. Francis as he mentions these animals 
and even inanimate objects as “‘brother’’ 
and “‘sister,” it is adapted to the needs 
of young people and made a thing of 
beauty by the superb music to which it 
is commonly set. As we sing it together, 
| let us compare it with the version which 
| we have just heard. 

Hyan: “All Creatures of our God and 
_ King” 

Sment Prayer giving thanks for the bless- 
_ ings of nature and the understanding of 
God which it brings. 


WorsHip CENTER: Summer flower ar- 
rangement; St. Francis picture used last 

| Sunday. 

/ PRELUDE: “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” 

/Openinc Hymn: “O Worship the King” 

Invocation PRAYER 

Psalm 24 

SpeciAL Music: ‘‘Trees,” by 

_ Rasbach (sung or recorded) 

Porm: “God of the Earth, the Sky, the 

| Sea,” by Samuel Longfellow (may be 

_ found in most hymnals) 

“Now Thank We All our God” 


SCRIPTURE: 


Kilmer- 


PratsED BE My Lorp 
Leader: In the Canticle to the Sun last 
week we heard repeated over and over 
igain the phrase “Praised be my Lord...” 
‘As we think further about God in nature 
is St. Francis experienced it, let us con- 
vider several of the things for which he 
vas grateful, in the light of his experience 
4s well as our own. 
| First Speaker: Think of Francis in his 
dlindness giving thanks for the sun! It 
vas then that he realized how very much 
| t meant to him. He used a most appropri- 
ite figure of speech: that the sun repre- 
ented God to him. The source of all 
mergy is necessary to the life of plants 
snd animals. Its energy stored in the 
arth’s minerals gives fuel to keep us 
varm. Its light makes possible our daily 
tivities. Without the sun no rain would 
fall. And so we could go on. A life- 
iving Father is well represented by the 
" |fe-giving sun. 
dymn: “Light of the World, We Hail 
Thee” 


Second Speaker: Our weather, too, is 
fe-giving for without rain things would 
ot grow. Without the sun we would have 
© rain. Without wind the rain would not 
e dispersed. Imagine what it would be like 
> live where the weather was the same 
ll the time, as in the Arctic or the tropics. 
‘he contrast of the seasons brings both 
ariety and hope, for the spring is eternal. 
‘hough we often complain about the 
feather, let us occasionally give thanks 
or it as St. Francis did. 
yMN: “All Beautiful the March of Days” 
Third Speaker: He says that water is 
Very serviceable unto us.” What an under- 
‘atement! Water is an element in nature 
‘hich we all take too much for granted. 
ence the liquid which is so essential 

ife. It keeps us clean within and with- 
ut. It furnishes beauty in waterfalls and 

. It gives life to plants and animals 

in turn provide us with food and 
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clothing. Folk who have been marooned 
or shipwrecked say that water is what they 
crave the most and for which they were 
most grateful upon their return. Think of 
that next time you stop at a drinking 
fountain for a casual drink of water and 
say a prayer of thanks to God. 


Hymn: “For the Beauty of the Earth” 

Fourth Speaker: St. Francis also gave 
thanks for fire—something rather unusual. 
Perhaps this is a reminiscence of an exper- 
ience earlier that year. The doctors who 
were trying to cure him finally decided 
to cauterize him by drawing a rod of white 
hot iron across his forehead. When he 
saw them bringing the brazier and the rod 
he had a moment of terror, but immedi- 
ately, making the sign of the cross over 
the glowing iron, said, “Brother Fire, you 
are beautiful above all creatures; be favor- 
able to me in this hour; you know how 
much I have always loved you; be then 
courteous today.” How many of us could 
have made such a prayer under like cir- 
cumstances? 


“O Love that Wilt not Let me 


Fifth Speaker: In praising God for 
Mother Earth, Francis was echoing the 
thoughts of the Psalmist who said, “The 
earth is the Lord’s and the fullness there- 
of; the world and they that dwell there- 
in.” The reply then comes that the one 
who is worthy of approaching the Lord is 
“he that hath clean hands and a pure 
heart; who hath not lifted up his soul 
unto vanity nor sworn deceitfully.” Truly 
this is a requirement of worship. 


Hymn: “God, Who Touchest Earth with 
Beauty” 
BENEDICTION: Mizpah (Genesis 31:49) 


3. The Heavens Declare the Glory 


Worsuip CENTER: Backdrop of dark blue 
with moon and stars attached 

PRELUDE: “The Heavens are Declaring,” 
Beethoven 

Catt To Worsuip: “Lord of All Being,” 
by O. W. Holmes (read as a poem or 
sung by a group. May be found in most 
hymanals. ) 

INVOCATION 

“When Morning Gilds the Skies” 


Psalm 27 


Hymn: 
SCRIPTURE: 


LEADER: 

In St. Francis’ Canticle to the Sun we 
read, “Praised be my Lord for our sister, 
the Moon, and for the Stars, which he 
has set clear and lovely in the heavens.” 
The same thought was in the mind of the 
Psalmist, who gives expression in the lovely 
Psalm we have heard to the glories which 
are seen in the skies. This Psalm has 
been the inspiration for many lovely things. 


Our prelude was Beethoven’s expression of 

its meaning. In his great oratorio The 

Creation Haydn uses the Psalm setting as 

the chorus sings ‘“The Heavens are Tell- 

ing.” This same tune has been used in a 

hymn arrangement which we know as ““The 

Spacious Firmament on High,” also having 

its rootage in the 27th Psalm. 

SpeciAL Music: Quartet singing “The 
Spacious Firmament” or a recording of 
“The Heavens are Telling” from 
Haydn’s Creation. 
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LEADER: 

We think of psalms as being written 
hundreds of years ago, as were the Old 
Testament Psalms. The word “psalm” 
means “song” and is generally associated 
with praise to God. But modern psalms 
have been written. There is one especially 
lovely one by Edward Everett Hale, author 
of the famous story The Man Without a 
Country. He calls it appropriately “The 
One Thousandth Psalm.” Certainly this 
expression suggests the limitlessness of our 
thanks to God. Since it is also a prayer, 
let us bow our heads and make it our 
prayer of thanks for all the blessings which 
it includes. 


PRAYER PoEM: 
Tue Ont THOUSANDTH PsALM 
O God, we thank thee for everything! 


For the sea and its waves, blue, green and 
gray and always wonderful; 

For the beach and the breakers and the 
spray and the white foam on the rocks; 

For the blue arch of heaven; for the clouds 
in the sky, white and gray and purple; 

For the green of the grass; for the forests 
in their spring beauty; for the wheat and 
corn and rye and barley. 

For the brown earth turned up by the 
plow; for the sun by day and the dews 
by night; 

We thank thee for all thou hast made and 
that thou hast called it good. 


For all the glory and beauty and wonder 
of the world; 

For the glory of springtime, the tints of 
the flowers and their fragrance; 

For the glory of the summer flowers, the 
roses and cardinals and clethra; 

For the glory of the autumn, the scarlet 
and crimson and gold of the forest; 
For the glory of winter, the pure snow on 

the shrubs and trees. 


We thank thee that thou hast placed us 
in the world to subdue all things to thy 
glory, 

And to use all things for the good of thy 
children. 


We thank thee! We enter into thy work, 
and go about thy business. Amen. 
Epwarp EveREeTT HALE’ 


“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” 


LEADER: Jesus too loved nature and used 
it for some of the lessons he taught. 
Here is one of his best known teachings. 


Scripture: Matthew 6: 24-34 

PoEem: 

Long ago the lilies faded which to Jesus 
seemed so fair, 

But the love that bade them blossom still 
is working everywhere. 

In the fields and in the valleys, by the 
streams we love so well, 

There is greater glory blooming than the 
tongue of man can tell. 


Hymn: 


Long ago in sacred silence died the accents 
of his prayer; 

Still the souls that seek the Father find 
His presence everywhere. 

Let us seek Hin, still believing He that 
worketh round us yet, 

Clothing lilies in the meadows, will His 
children ne’er forget. 

—WiiiiAM G. TARRANT 

LEADER: The Psalmist brought another 
note, with which we close. Perhaps you, 
too, in contemplating nature, the vast- 


2Used a pennies of Little, Brown and Com- 
pany, publishers of the Collected Works of Ed- 
ward Everett Hale. 


34 


ness of the universe, have felt the small- 
ness of man and the wonder of God’s 
love for us. Hear the words of the 
Psalm. i 

Scripture: Psalm 8 

SpecrAL Music: “Evening Skies, Sunrise” 
(“At Worship”) (found in many Coop- 
erative Recreation Service songbooks) 
or “Breathe On Me, Breath of God” 


4. Be Still and Know 


Worsuip CENTER: Any picture suggest- 
ing prayer if held indoors. If possible, 
hold service in the out-of-doors. 

PREPARATION FOR Worsuip: Have the 
group hum together the hymn “In the 
Garden” (This may be followed by 
having the hymn sung by a soloist.) 

Catt TO SILENCE: 

The pause and the hush sing a double 

song, 
In unison low, and for all time long; 

O human soul, God’s working plan 
Goes on, nor heeds the aid of man! 

Stand still — and see! 
Be still — and know! 
—Anonymous 
SILENT PRAYER 
Tue Lorp’s PRAYER 


Hymn: “Sweet Hour of Prayer” 
ScripTurE: Psalm 46 


Hymn: “This is My Father’s World” 
MEDITATION: 
Be Stitt 

The Psalmist said, “Be still and know 
that I am God.” Have you ever had that 
experience? Or have you ever been still 
long enough to find out? We have been 
talking about the ways we can see and 
find God in nature. Certainly one of the 
best is in the stillness. 

Silence has always been conducive to 
knowledge. Whenever we enter a library, 
an art gallery, a laboratory or any other 
great storehouse of knowledge, we are 
overwhelmed by the silence of the place. 
Whenever we enter a lovely church build- 
ing or sit quietly in the great out-of-doors, 
that same spirit of silence and awe strikes 
us immediately. 

There are many great men in the Bible 
who have found the value in silence. Can 
you suggest some? (May include the fol- 
lowing: ) 

1. Moses and the burning bush. 

2. Samuel called by God in the silence 
of the night. 

3. Elijah finding God in the “still, small 
voice.” 

4. John the Baptist in the wilderness. 

5. Paul on the way to Damascus. 

6. John on the isle of Patmos. 

7. Jesus in the wilderness, praying in 
the mountains and in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. 

Other great religious leaders have been 
noted for their ability to use silence 
creatively. Can you name some? 

1. St. Francis in the countryside. 

2. Brother Lawrence “practicing 
presence of God.” 

3. George Fox, Rufus Jones and other 
Quakers. 

4. Mahatma Gandhi. 

As God’s spirit came upon these men, so 
we too seek for his guidance in our lives. 
Let us sing prayerfully. 


the 


Hymn: “Spirit of God, Descend Upon 
My Heart” 
LEADER: 


We usually think of silence as being 
absolutely quiet. It is not necessarily so. 
A poet has beautifully expressed her con- 
ception of other great silences. She wrote 


International Journal of Religious Educatie 


it while meditating on a hilltop far aboy 

the noise and confusion of a great cit} 
Since it is in the form of a prayer, sui} 
gesting thanks to God for these many o 
portunities which come in life, let us bo 
our heads reverently and pray throug) 
her words: (Read poem slowly, ‘pausir| 
at each semicolon and period for a sileij — 
moment, with a longer pause at the er} 
of each ’ stanza. ) \ 


Porm: 
GreAT SILENCES® | 
With joyful praise 
And hearts attuned, | 
We thank thee, Lord. na 
For the brief silences which interrupt tf } 
chatter of the day; ) 
For the questions that with felt desire | 
know were left unvoiced; 
For the answers which might have bee! 
paraded forth that died ungiven; a 
For the many words which added not © 
life that were unspoken— 
We thank thee, Lord. 


For the deep silences of nature which s 
rounds us; 

For the stillness of the creeping dawn; 
For the hush of noon-day bright, | 
The solitude of evening, 19 
The noiseless turning of day into night) 
For these vast forces without measu} 
which silently do carry out thy law—| 
We thank thee, Lord. 
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For the silences brought by great immen, : 
ties of life; 
The silence in the presence of ‘unbound: 
joy : 
For the silence shrouding in the depths | — 
darkest grief, 
Which makes the spoken word of sympatl | ; 
sound frail; 
For silence as the load of pain is borne; 
But most of all for that still voice of thir| 
Which speaks to each in hours of oe 

ness, 
And gives forth of thyself— 
We thank thee, Lord. 


For the prayerful silences that make a 
moments of our lives so precious, i 

The silence as we wake in each new a 
and turn to thee; 

The silent ecstasy of sudden beauty whi} 
the earth or sea or sky unfold and mak 
us conscious more of thee; 

The silent strength of comrades nes 
whose understanding is so true, — 
renders words unneedful; 

For meditation sweet, when new creati | 
forces surge within and bring fresh i 
and love; 

For times of introspection, and by seci! 
thee we see ourselves more truly; s 
the one we might have been, 

And seeing thus ourselves and seeing th¢/ 
in silence lift our hearts to heaven ai 
pray that 

Thou wouldst make us more like thee. © 

And in the silence thou dost answer ai 
our lives unconsciously reach heave 
ward to thee. 

And so for all these silences of life— __ | 

We thank thee, thank thee, tha! 
thee, Lord. Amen. 
Luetxia Apams KILLIé 


PERIOD OF CREATIVE SILENCE 


BEeNEpDIcCTION: The Lord bless you 4 
keep you; the Lord make his face 
shine upon you and be gracious 
you; the Lord lift up his countenan 
upon you and give you peace. Amen. 


3Used by permission of the author, 
Adams Killian, and the Judson Press in 
Adult Leader the poem was first published. 


hristian Teaching in the 

hurches 

By John Q. Schisler. Nashville, Abing- 
on Press, 1954. 173 p. $2.50. 

Out of long experience in Christian 
jucation in both denominational and in- 
denominational relationships, Dr. Schis- 
rr surveys the objectives and program of 
hristian education and many of the cur- 
snt problems and opportunities it faces. 
‘hough much of the subject matter is 
ommonplace, the reader keeps coming 
ound a corner of fresh, sometimes excit- 
ig insight; and finds himself always in 
1 midst of sound observation. 

Some readers will wish that Dr. Schis- 
tr had covered fewer subjects in order to 
eal with many of them more thoroughly. 
in example: the expanded session re- 
tives only eleven lines. But that wish 
fill come because of the illuminating treat- 
jent the author does give to some sub- 
tects, such as in the chapters on ‘Parents 
nd Teachers of Children,’ “Adults Be- 
ing in the Church School,” and “Religion 
nd Public Schools.” 

All through the book there is helpful 
bmment on the responsibilities of the 
astor, laymen and parents, and their 
‘lationships in the teaching ministry of 
e church. 
| Vircit E. Foster 


isual Aids for the 

ublic Service 

| By Rachel Marshall Goetz. Chicago, 
ublic Administration Service, 1954. 89 p. 
3.25. 

| Although this book is intended primarily 
ir use by governmental agencies—federal, 
fate, and local—it is also valuable as a 
‘source for churches. In fact, our de- 
artment in the National Council of 
hurches recently used several of the 
iggestions in preparing displays and 
‘aphs for the Annual Meetings at Cincin- 
ati, Ohio. 

‘The author practices what she preaches 
; using a wealth of visual material to 
ach the effective use of visuals. Only 
Ine of 89 pages in this book are devoid 
‘illustration. Each of the other 80 pages 
mtains from one to four humorous car- 
ons in color. This technique makes read- 
g enjoyable and the message unforget- 


Another advantage of the book is that 
begins with a consideration of the in- 
‘pensive, easy-to-use visuals such as 
isters, displays, turn-over charts, peg 
vards, felt boards, and effective methods 
lettering. 
| remaining chapters deal with the 
ore difficult and expensive media of 
unication such as: graphics, films 
id filmstrips. References to sources are 
ttered throughout the book. This is 
te of the most valuable features. Here 
u will find where to secure such items 
: prefabricated letters, government films, 
ucational films, projection equipment, 
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books on audio-visuals and even “A Buy- 
er’s Guide to Qualified Film Producers.” 


Pastors, local church directors of 
Christian education, superintendents, and 
teachers will find this book well worth 
reading for it will place in their hands 
sharper tools for communicating the 
Gospel. 

W. Ranpotpu THoRNTON 


The Theology of Evangelism 

By YT. A. Kantonen. Philadelphia, 
Muhlenberg Press, 1954. 98 p. $1.25. 

Any book on the theology of evangelism 
is most welcome. Evangelism that avoids 
superficiality must always be aware of the 
theological convictions on which it rests. 

The Theology of Evangelism by T. A. 
Kantonen is not a book on how to confront 
people with the good news; rather it deals 
with the theological basis for evangelism. 
This Dr. Kantonen finds is our understand- 
ing of God the Creator, God the Redeem- 
er, and God the Sanctifier. Sound evan- 
gelism can do no other than build on all 
three theological convictions. 

This book would be rather heavy going 
for the average layman, but stimulates the 
careful student of theology and the search- 
ing practical evangelist. 

Atva I. Cox, Jr. 


The Dilemma of Church 
and State 


By G. Elson Ruff, Philadelphia, Muhlen- 
berg Press, 1954. 103 p. $1.50. 


State and church should be in constant 
tension, with neither subordinating the 
other, says the author, after a review of 
history for light on current problems of 
separation of church and state. If faith 
is to be relevant, the faith of the church 
must serve as the conscience of the state. 
Power becomes corrupted unless there are 
standards of judgment and value outside 
the power structure. Church men have 
a duty to participate in politics. We have 
moved too far in promoting faith in 
democracy, man deifying himself through 
the state. 

«|. We Protestants are an embattled 
regiment along one side of a triangle. On 
the second side is the Roman Catholic 
Church, skilled in attempts to capture the 
state’s power for its advancement as “the 
one true church.” Protestants must resist 
such maneuvers . . . . On the third side 
of the triangle are the secularists—either 
the Russian or the American variety, the 
armies of the kingdom of No-God... . 
They too must be resisted . . . . Sometimes 
Protestants are allied with Roman Catho- 
lics against No-God, as in the struggle with 
Communism or in securing a released-time 
foothold for religious instruction. Some- 
times Protestants are on a common front 
with secularists to resist Roman Catholic 
encroachment, as in the Vatican embassy 


affair. . . . The triangle is likely to con- 
tinue . . . we must consider it a normal 
complication. . .” 


. .. “Church and state should be separ- 
ate, but the American government must 
not establish the principle that it is neu- 
tral toward God. In public schools, where 
each generation receives its distinctive 
character, neutrality has been declared to 
a dangerous extent. . . . Indoctrination in 
the unimportance of faith in God, by par- 
ing it out of the context where it logical- 
ly belongs in the study of history, soci- 
ology, poetry, music, is to make the schools 
the servants of No-God. A way must be 
found to make the pupils of American 
schools aware of the heritage of faith up- 
on which this nation was established, and 
which has been the most transforming 
influence in Western culture.” 

“There will be a faith which Americans 
will share in common when the upheaval 
resolving from the introduction of a plu- 
rality of faiths has subsided.” 

Rove LUN 


The Church and Social 
Responsibility 

Edited by J. Richard Spann. Nashville, 
Abingdon, 1953. 257 p., $2.75. 


Here is another book of the series in 
the “Ethics and Economics of Society,” 
initiated by a study committee of the 
National Council of Churches and under 
the general editorship of A. Dudley Ward. 


Long before there was a National Coun- 
cil of Churches, or a Richard Spann, or 
a Dudley Ward, Washington Gladden, 
Walter Rauschenbusch and others were 
going about the country with their gospel 
of applying the Christian ethic to the cur- 
rent social problems of the day. In the 
latter part of the 19th century, Christian 
thinkers began to ask themselves the age- 
old question which Cain asked of God 
about his own relationship with his brother 
and cried out, “Am I my brother’s keep- 
er?” Those who have wanted to apply 
the ethic of the Christian gospel to the 
total social milieu have always answered 
the question with a resounding affirmation. 
However, the most troublesome problem 
of all was not that the ethic of Jesus 
ought to be applied to the social situation, 
but how should the application be prag- 
matically implemented. In a very real and 
capable sense, that is what the writers of 
this volume are trying to do—find real 
applications for ideological concepts, 
ancient and new. 

The book is divided into four major 
areas, with appropriate chapters written 
for each area. 


I. The Social Ministry of the Church; 
II. Basic Human Rights and the Com- 
munity; III. The Church and the Eco- 
nomic Order; and IV. The Church and 
the Political Order. 


Every chapter is stimulating and provo- 
cative. This is not “just another book.” 
It will present fresh and rewarding ideas 
to ministers and laymen. Some of the 
ideas will be startling. The last two sec- 
tions, “The Church and the Economic 
Order” and “The Church and the Political 
Order,” are particularly disturbing. The 
crux of the Christian ethic and the failure 
to apply the Christian ethic in our modern 
world simply cannot live side by side for 
an indefinite period. 


35 


LS) 


- YamaDens 


tmOKes 


Ze a \N 
_ difference 


TEACHING THAT MAKES A DIFFERENCE 


BY IRENE SMITH CALDWELL 
Teachers will find inspiration in this carefully pre- 
pared work that will make their teaching more effec- 


tive. Questions and additional material for group 
discussion and references for further study. 
Paper-bound 111 pages Price 75 cents = 


TEACHING CHILDREN IN YOUR CHURCH 


BY ARLENE S. HALL 
A practical textbook on the preparation, methods, 
and effectiveness of the children’s religious educa- 
tion program in your church, 


The purpose of this comprehensive volume is to assist 
leaders and teachers in their endeavor to lead chil- 
dren to Jesus Christ. 


Cloth $1.50 118 pages Paper 75 cents 


UNDERSTANDING :OUR PUPILS 
BY GERTRUDE LITTLE 

An invaluable aid to better understand the reactions 
and differences of children. Methods are presented by 
which teachers may observe the characteristics and 
behavior of their pupils under various situations, 
including getting acquainted, visitation, study, wor- 
ship, play, and service. 


Paper-bound 110 pages Price 75 cents 


OUR CONCERN IS CHILDREN 
BY IRENE SMITH CALDWELL 
The author draws from a vast source of personal 
experience and knowledge in working with children 
and youth. She has intelligently surveyed the field 
and adequately answers those questions that most 


often arise. 


Paper-bound 180 pages Price $1.00 


STEWARDSHIP ENRICHES LIFE 


BY C. W. HATCH 

Emphasizes the privilege of sharing as an important 

part of the Christian religion, The objective is not 

only to encourage giving to the church for the sup- 

port of the church, but also to stress the spiritual 

enrichment received from giving. 
Cloth $1.50 105 pages 


LIFE AND TEACHINGS OF JESUS 


BY T. FRANKLIN MILLER 
In addition to presenting facts about Jesus’ life, this 
new book also lists a variety of methods that can be 
used in teaching others about Jesus. Written from 
knowledge gained through long personal experience 
and study. 
Cloth $1.50 Paper 75 cents 


THE HOME CHRISTIAN © 


BY CARL KARDATZKE 

Written expressly to give objective study to problems 

and pleasures of establishing the home around Chris- 

tian principles of living and sharing. 
Paper-bound 80 pages 


Paper 75 cents 


128 pages 


Price 75 cents 


SOLVING CHURCH SCHOOL PROBLEMS — 


BY IRENE CATHERINE SMITH 
A practical guide for the study of the basic prob- 
lems faced by those who are responsible for Chris- 
tian education activities in the local church. 


An effective study book, a timely textbook, an in- 
spiring book. 


Paper-bound 128 pages Price 60 cents 
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Perhaps a strength and a weakness of 
the book is that there is not sufficient 
“how-to” material in it. Most laymen, and 
certainly ministers, want to know, “how 
can I carry out these concepts to their 
explicit conclusions?” We should like to 
know, for example, just what can the 
church do to fuse modern economic life 
with our Christian concepts? Just what 
is the role of the church in “the prevention 
and treatment of crime’? What can the 
church do about “world economic prob- 
lems”? The amount of data and factual 
material available in each chapter is 
amazing. The material has been skillfully 
assembled and put together. 

What might be the most ~ rewarding 
use of a significant book like this one is 
that it might form the basis of a series of 
discussions for a church men’s club, a 
forum-type class on Sunday morning, a 
club of young married couples on Sun- 
day evening. Every chapter could serve 
as a basis for at least one discussion 
period, and many of the chapters could 
not possibly be treated in less than five 
or six sessions. 

W. Marsuon DeEPo!stTER 


A History of Christianity 


By Kenneth Scott Latourette. New 
York, Harper & Bros., 1953. 1516 p. 
$9.50. 

This one massive volume covers the 


whole sweep of Christian history from the 
earliest beginnings down to our own days. 
It deals with the Church’s inner life, its 
thought, its organization, its expansion 
and its impact upon the world at large. 

Naturally the sections dealing with ex- 
pansion tend to repeat in summary form 
Dr. Latourette’s earlier seven volume 
History of the Expansion of Christianity. 
Yet this is only one of the many themes 
in the new book. Perhaps the outstanding 
feature of this work is the “ecumenical” 
perspective from which it is written. Most 
histories of Christianity, being written by 
Westerners, tend to give almost exclusive 
attention to the developments in Western 
Europe. Even North America is often 


neglected. But in these days of “one 


world” a broader point of view is neces- 
sary. This history goes far toward giving 
a balanced treatment of each branch of 
Christianity. 

The book is too large to serve as read- 


By RICHARD ELLSWORTH DAY 


The biography of John Jasper . . . vivid . . . colorful! 
A real-life drama in turbulent Civil War times. 


ing material for a church school class 
but it would serve as an excellent resource 
volume for teachers and those who want 
to go into this field thoroughly. j 
CHARLES W. FORMAN 


The Gospel and the Gospels 

By Julian Price Love. Nashville, Abing- 
don-Cokesbury, 1953. 191 p. $2.75. 

Each of us recognizes the simple fact db 
that the Bible is the depository from } 
which we draw the story of the “good | 
news” for our time. The author of this fi” 
book has provided us with a fresh under 4‘! 
standing of the old truth that the differ. | 
ing gospel accounts of the New Testament ?!! 
are but differing approaches to the essential #' 
truth of the gospel. The style of the book | 
is such that it can be easily understood 
by all. It is written in a manner which F" ' 
will make it usable for the everyday f"" 
student of the New ‘Testament. One | 
knows, by reading this book, that the | 
author has a rich background in the } 0 
source material from which our Bible }'< 
comes, yet he also knows that through the } 
varying gospel stories the author has 
traced the simple message of God redeem- 
ing men through Christ. In this book 
you will find the security of trustworthy }!! “ 
scholarship expressed in language which }! 
will make the gospel of the love of Christ }! 
come alive again as you read and study. # 

WiLuiAM F. OVERHULSER | 


Growing Spiritually 

By E. Stanley Jones. Nashville, Abing- 
don-Cokesbury, 1953. 364 p. $1.50. 

This is not only a book of daily devotion- | 
al readings but a text book in creative 
Christian growth. A Bible reference, 
brief prayer, and an affirmation for the 
day provide the setting for the wise counsé! |. 
of Dr. Jones. With directness, humor, andj, , 
with many stories, he shows how to grow’ 
in joy, in peace, in self-control, in bodily’ 
health, in prayer, and in other graces, 10: 
achieve increasing spiritual maturity. 

Eten Luyp) 


The Optional God | 
By Stephen F. Bayne, Jr. New York.) 
Oxford University Press, 1953. 145 p. ti 
$2.45. | hi 
A book by one who “has made theology)’ 
almost as warm and immediate as politics) 
and baseball” may not at first thought) 


challenge the attention of religious educa ; 


Read this stirring, warmly inspirational story 
of the slave who became one of Virginia’s 
best-known and most-loved preachers. 
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rs. But here is one that should—and a 
warding one most assuredly. 

To explain the title in brief: ‘an option- 
God is not an end in Himself—He exists 
f He exists) to lend his strength to the 
cular solution. Religion is a means, 
garded as potentially helpful to many 
od causes.” This thesis is interestingly 
d helpfully developed in four areas of 
r current society: its political life, its 
ucational program, its vocational activi- 
s, and its personal living. The author, 
course, rejects this point of view. 
Chapter III, “Lower Than the Angels,” 
\plies the tice to our public school 
tem. Whatever faults there may be in 
's system are due to our own neglect. 
ir example, he says of our failure to 
,ch religion in the public schools: 
orace Mann . . sought to find a 
‘nmon body of agreed Christian teach- 
| that could be incorporated in a pub- 
+ school system. He could not find it. 
je divisions of Christians alone prevented 
»... And reluctantly, and with a pes- 
jistic judgment on education without 
‘gious teaching at the heart of it, he 
4ndoned his hopes.” 

(he author is troubled about the secu- 
#sm in the schools, but pays his tribute 
«the achievements and contributions of 
», state school system. He discusses the 
“oral and = spiritual values” program 
»»mmended by the Educational Policies 
“amission of the National Education 
‘ciation and considers it “exceedingly 
*gerous to define moral and spiritual 
“ies as those that produce conformity 
@ the ‘standards of conduct which are 
“coved in our democratic culture.’ ” 
i has other reservations also with respect 
sch a program. However, he blames, 
»)the school but the forces of religion. 
his is the challenge of Bishop Bayne’s 
©. It is strongly recommended for read- 
» and study by all those; lay and profes- 
ul religious leaders alike, who are con- 
© ed, as most now are, with the pressing 
Da | of relating Eicon and life. 


Erwin L. SHAVER 


h Church We Love 


| Wilbur La Roe, Jr. Nashville, Abing- 
®\Gokesbury, 1953. 79 p. $1.25. 


‘lis inspiring volume answers the ques- 
“© —what does a layman think of the 
th? Wilbur La Roe, Jr., attorney in 
jation’s capital and former moderator 
» \t¢ General Assembly of the Presby- 
“ii Church, U.S.A., thinks quite highly 
‘je church and skilfully develops his 
‘that all that is worthwhile stems 


rie and religious . he believes 
'Sionly through a mutually rewarding 
Bice with the church can men and 
‘in build satisfactory lives. Central in 
udy is the minister who is respected 
se of his dedication, leadership and 
2, Standing alongside the minister 
ibe the consecrated layman—in fact, 
Xoe contends that laymen and 
jers are the true church. The church 
jmired because it keeps our eyes 
1 life’s highest goal, safeguards the 


horizons and ministers 
needs through worship. 
The book is both inspirational and 
practical, with many suggestions on how 
ministers and laymen can work together 

toward building a more vital church. 
Metvin E. Sottau 


to our spiritual 


Careers for You 


By Erma Paul Ferrari. Nashville, Abing- 
don-Cokesbury, 1953. 160 p. $2.00. 


There is much in this book to commend, 
especially the emphasis that all honest, 
useful work is sacred and that each job, 
however lowly and monotonous, offers 
opportunity to demonstrate Christian faith 
and convictions. The weaknesses therefore 
are the more regrettable: 

In facts—For example, concerning over- 
crowded professions, it is stated “Equally 
discouraging is the teaching profession on 
the college level, and in the elementary 
and high schools except in rural areas.” 
(Samuel M. Brownell, U. S. Commissioner 
of Education, has recently reported a short- 
age of prepared teachers in elementary 
and secondary schools of about 112,000.) 

In viewpoints—The author’s lack of 
understanding of labor unions and their 
role in economic life is unfortunate. She 
includes lockouts, for instance, which are 
an action by the employer, as a Jjustifica- 
tion for public criticism of unions. 

In omissions—Education for adults, 
whether through libraries, labor unions, 
churches, or other agencies, might well 
have been presented as a new challenge 


For average families, group educators and 
family counselors, this book shows how to 
apply democratic principles to solving and 
avoiding everyday family problems. 


oughly practical, 
ences. 
husband-wife quarrels, 


ments, money arguments, 
non-technical language, 


at your bookstore 


ASSOCIATION PRESS 


How to Promote "Close Harmony" 
in Family Life 


: taining family and friends, and 
for church '‘'famil nights."' 
i "Churches would do well to 


by Christine Beasley 


its hundreds of sugges- 
tions are based on actual family experi- 
The book is chock-full of real-life 
situations—parent-child misunderstandings, 
religious disagree- 
and so on. In 
the author 
grates the latest findings of psychology and 
social sciences into a total democratic phil- 
osophy—and shows how to make it work. 


and significant opportunity for Christian 
service. Also, magazines such _ as 
Mademoiselle and Glamour might well 
have been mentioned. Through regular 
columns on careers and outstanding articles 


What is Christian faith? 

What about men without God? 
What is sin? 

How can we know we are saved? 


te PICT 
C PRIA 


By CULBERT G. RUTENBER 


“The price of salvation is high to both 
God and man... the prize is LIFE it- 
self.” Here is the way to that life—set 
forth clearly and simply—guidance for 
youth, help, for every growing Christian. 


Cloth, $1.50; paper, $1.00 


Order from Your Bookseller or 


THE JUDSON PRESS 
1703. Chestnut $t., Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


THE FAMILY 
FUN BOOK 


by eee a LARRY 
EIS ERG 


Hundreds oe see for enter- 


purchase a copy for every 
family. Bristles with usable 
ideas.''"—Sibley C. Burnett, 


Board. 
$2.95 


Baptist Sunday School 


THE FAMILY 
SCRAPBOOK 


by ERNEST G. OSBORNE 
The big 476-page family ref- 
erence book on all growing-up 
problems from crib to college. 
124 pages of inexpensive fun 
ideas for parents and children. 
"A fund of knowledge and ro- 
bust good sense.''—National 
Parent-Teacher. $3.95 


WHEN YOU MARRY 


by EVELYN M. DUVALL & 
REUBEN HILL 


Two leading experts prepare 
couples for even happier, last- 
ing marriage with this revised, 
enlarged guidebook, covering 
every aspect of personal re- 
lationships. "One of the 
soundest books on marriage."' 
—Walther League Messenger 
for Youth. $3.75 


Thor- 


inte- 


$3.50 


291 BROADWAY 


NEW YORK CITY 7 


oh 


on job opportunities, they are showing 
a much larger concern than mere fashion 


He Would 
Not Be 
Silenced 


And ___ because 
this man spoke 
the truth, his 
name became 
a universal by- 
word of pes- 
simism. Yet 


teen-agers who 
read VIRGINIA GREENE MILLIKEN'S 
JEREMIAH, Prophet of Disaster will 
find him revealed as a warmly sympa- 
thetic human being, a man of dauntless 


hope. Heroes of God Series. 


$2.00 at your bookstore 
ASSOCIATION PRESS 


291 Broadway, N. Y. C. 7 


A Book 

of 
Installation 
Services 


by VIRGINIA ELY 


This complete handbook of meth- 
ods and materials has long been 
needed by church and organiza- 
tional leaders. It covers all phases 
of installation-service planning, 
and shows how such services can 
be made more meaningful to both 
officers and membership. Subjects 
are well diversified. Provision is 
made for more than one leader 
and for group participation. The 
book’s 27 chapters contain pro- 
grams for all unit organizations 


within the church. $2.50 


—>Mothers of America 


The Lasting Influence of the Christian Home 
by ELISABETH LOGAN DAVIS 
Introduction by Allan Nevins 


Here are true stories of the moth- 
ers of President Eisenhower, Karl 
and Arthur Compton, the Mayo 
Brothers, J. C. Penney, Ralph 
Bunche and many others. Though 
methods of child rearing differed, 
in all these homes a common in- 
fluence was at work—a God-cen- 
tered Christian education. All par- 
ents, and all who work with chil- 
dren will find inspiration and 
guidance in these fascinating side- 


lights of history. $2.50 
at your bookstore 


Fleming H. Revell Co., < 


Westwood, N. J. 


and are an excellent information resource 
on jobs for women. 

I had noted other points, but perhaps 
these are sufficient to indicate my dis- 
appointment with the book as a whole. 

ELLEN Lunp 


Pathways of Prayer 

Illustrations by George Malick. Phila- 
delphia, The Christian Education Press, 
1953. 384 p. $1.50. 

Pathways of Prayer is a book of daily 
devotions especially written for young peo- 
ple and follows Windows of Worship and 
Gates of Beauty to make the third in a 
series of devotional materials. The medita- 
tions are thoughtfully written and are ar- 
ranged to guide the young person in grow- 
ing awareness and commitment. Each 
month one central theme is developed 
through daily meditations, suggésted 
Bible readings, and -prayers. 

The simple and clear style makes it an 
attractive book to use. The young reader 
will find much helpful, interesting, and 
enriching devotional material covering 
many of the questions that every growing 
person asks about God, our Christian 
faith and life, the persons with whom 
we live in this world around us. This is 
a book well suited for family devotions 
also, for its pages are filled with many 
topics close to every family. 

Rutu E. JAcopsen 


Be Still and Know 

By Georgia Harkness. Nashville, Abing- 
don-Cokesbury, 1953. 96 p. $1.25. 

Be Still and Know is a rich treasury of 
devotional materials for personal use and 
for group worship. There are 86 original 


poems on such themes as Faith and Aspiij’ 
ation, The Beatitudes, The Life of Jesu; 
Social Concern, Nature. Each poem is ir) 
troduced by a verse of scripture, whic} 


it illumines, and the page- long meditatio| 
is completed by an original prayer. Her| 


are insight and inspiration, challenge an) 
assurance. ELLEN Lun} 


The Story of Jesus 


By Theodore Parker Ferris. New Yorl| 


Oxford University Press, 
$2.30. 


This is a reverent telling of the 


“ol : 


1953. 123 yi) 


old story” by one of America’s greates) ) 


preachers. First told to the members of hi} 


congregation at Trinity Church, Bosto7 


on Sunday mornings during Lent, th) 


story is addressed to adults and tries “t 


answer some of the secret questions 6| 


adult minds, and yet not destroy the stron! 
declarative unfolding of the narrative,} 
according to the author. j 

Dr. 


of Jesus, and on controversial matters, hy 
speaks with frankness and directness, req 


Ferris has made use of the bes}! \\\// 
biblical scholarship in retelling the stor)” 


ognizing always that there are difference)! ‘| 


of opinion regarding some of the point) 
in the story. Few readers, whether the; 
agree wholely with his point of view o} 


about Dr. Ferris’ simple and refreshing re} 


telling of the story of Jesus and his rela} 
tionship with our own life. 
Christians, whether leaders or laymer 
will be inspired and enriched by a readin| 
of this little book. 


Caro WDE} q 


READER SERVICES ft 


@ Now is the time to order extra copies of this special May is- 
sue on "How the Best Teachers Go About Their Work." For your 
convenience, a coupon listing quantity prices is printed on page 
33. 


How do you store your Journals? Do you keep them clean, 
neat and handy with the MAGAFILE—like so many other sub- 
scribers? The JOURNAL MAGAFILE is a kraftboard file box 
which holds two full years of the JOURNAL erect and easy to 
pull out for quick reference. Since this thrifty binder-box was 
made available to our subscribers, in March 1949, nearly 4,000 
have been sold and more are on order. Subscribers who order 
one MAGAFILE generally come back for more—to cover the 
rest of their JOURNALS. Gummed year labels for 1936 to 1955 
are included with each box and a printed form on the back of 
each makes it easy to list articles you want to remember. The 
price is still 69c for one MAGAFILE (two years) or $1.00 for two 
boxes (four years), payment sent with order. 


If your church school teachers missed copies o f the 
special issue on Children's Work—''The Church Must Reach Chil- 
dca ese pine: 1953, you can still supply them from the 
Journal office. Because we have a larger supply on hand than 
expected, you benefit by a special low price—I5c each or 10 
for $1.00, payment with order. 


For any or all these items send payment with your order, 
please, to the Journal OFFICE, Room 515, 79 East Adams 
Street, Chicago 3, Illinois. 
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What's 


_y J. P. Berkeley 


-NEWTON CENTRE, MASS. — The 
orthfield Conference of Religious Educa- 
on, in Massachusetts, celebrates its fiftieth 
“aniversary this summer. The secret of the 
alf century of this “mother of confer- 
aces” is in its rare combination of place, 
adition, leadership, vitality and coopera- 
\ @on. 

The campus of the Northfield School 
x Girls, where the conference is held, 
set in the hills along the Connecticut 
iver, and with its pleasant dormitories, 
odern class rooms, attractive, well-equip- 
ed library, gymnasium, swimming pool 
ad ample playgrounds, is a rare setting 
ye such a conference. 

|The Northfield Conference has been a 
joneer in the movement of the churches 
yward the development of well trained 
-adership for Christian education. Found- 
i by Dwight L. Moody, the Conference 
as inaugurated in 1904. Among its 
‘culties have been many of the out- 
anding religious leaders of these fifty 
?a Its students have been inspired to 
elp in the founding of other training 
onferences all across the continent. 


The fiftieth anniversary celebration of 
orthfield is more than the observance of 
e birthday of one school. It is the cele- 
ation of the progress made in fifty years 
_the awakening of churches to the need 
competence in the teaching of Christi- 
ity. 

Out from Northfield has flowed an in- 
aence which has helped to motivate the 
r reaching program of workshops, insti- 
tes, demonstration schools, clinics, ex- 
nsion training, in-service training, labora- 
ry schools, community training schools 
id summer training conferences. 

When the Northfield Conference was 
arted it had the characteristics of the 
ge mass gatherings of that period, such 
large numbers, enthusiasm, inspiration. 
me year there were 1198 in attendance— 
ecial trains were run; tents dotted the 
mpus. Out of the enthusiasm of this 
rly period and its awareness of the need 
better methods and materials, many 
her conferences and leadership enter- 
ses developed, as the church training 
ogram demanded a deeper educational 


. Berkeley is Professor of Old Testament, 
eritus, Andover Newton Theological School. 


‘ay, 1954 


‘of the 


Northfield Conference Celebrates 
50th Anniversary 


understanding. Northfield led with better 
methods in its own work. Its curriculum 
and practices were subjected to constant 
study, criticism, experimentation. There 
was a vitality in the school which was re- 
sponsive to the dynamic movement in the 
whole field of religious education so that it 
became a creative influence in the chang- 
ing situation. A survey of the offerings 
from year to year shows vitality. 

The Northfield Conference of Religious 
Education during these fifty years has been 
a cooperative enterprise. Moody’s leader- 
ship made Northfield an interdenomi- 
national, international center. “A Summer 
School of Methods” was begun under the 
sponsorship of the Massachusetts Sunday 
School Association, an interdenominational 
agency which invited and secured partici- 
pation from other nearby states. At present 
the conference is under the sponsorship 
Connecticut, Massachusetts and 
Vermont Councils of Churches, with help- 
ful relationships with the National Coun- 
cil. The program is entrusted to a Board 
of Managers who appoint the Dean, other 
officers and the Educational Committee. 
The ecumenical spirit of this conference 
has brought together year by year teach- 
ers and pupils of various communions in- 
to fruitful cooperation and mutual en- 
richment in genuine Christian devotion to 
the one Master. 

It is this rare combination of a beau- 
tiful place, a dynamic tradition, a re- 
sourceful leadership, a spiritual vitality 
and a fruitful cooperation which makes 
the celebration of the past fifty years the 
promise of the next half century at North- 
field—the Mother of Conferences. 


Philip C. Jones Heads 


American WCCE Office 


NEW YORK, N.Y. — Dr. Puiu C. 
Jones of the staff of the World Council 
of Christian Education and Sunday School 
Association has been appointed associate 
general secretary of this organization, in 
charge of the North American office. In 
this position he succeeds Dr. Forrest L. 
Knapp, now executive secretary of the 
Massachusetts Council of Churches. Dr. 
Jones joined the staff of the WCCE in 
1948. 


Robert Bilheimer Goes to 
Geneva Office, World 


Council of Churches 


NEW YORK, N.Y. — The Rev. Ros- 
ERT S. BILHEIMER, now program secretary 
in North America for the World Council 
of Churches, has been named Associate 
General Secretary of the World Council 
of Churches. This is the first time an 
American will have held such a position at 
the Geneva headquarters, participating di- 
rectly in the work and planning of the cen- 
tral organization. It is expected that Mr. 
Bilheimer’s duties will include direction of 
the Division of Ecumenical Studies, co- 
ordinating the Council’s work in such 
areas as movements toward unity, evangel- 
ism, and the meaning of “responsible so- 
ciety.” Mr. Bilheimer, who is now carrying 
responsibility of Executive Secretary for the 
Second Assembly to meet in August, in ad- 
dition to his work as Program Secretary, 
will assume his new duties in the fall. 

Mr. Bilheimer was born in Denver in 
1917. He is a graduate of Yale Uni- 
versity and has the B.D. degree from Yale 
Divinity School. He has served as secretary 
of the Student Volunteer Movement and 
of the Interseminary Movement. 


Chaplains Needed for 


Passenger Ships 


NEW YORK, N.Y. — A new commit- 
tee within the Joint Department of 
Evangelism of the National Council of 
Churches has been organized to provide 
Protestant worship and preaching services 
on board every possible passenger ship 
traveling the ocean lanes this summer, The 
Committee urges every minister who plans 
to travel abroad this summer by ship to 
send his name, address, name of his ship, 
date of sailing, and the name of the steam- 
ship line to the Joint Department of 
Evangelism, 297 Fourth Avenue, New 
York 10, N.Y. On the basis of informa- 
tion received from the Department, the 
shipping company will send the name to 
the Captain and Purser of the ship who 
usually invite some preacher to conduct 
the Sunday worship services during the 
voyage. 


Successor to 
Dr. Bader Named 


NEW YORK, N.Y. — A young Oregon 
minister has been elected executive direc- 
tor of the Joint Department of Evangelism 
of the National Council of Churches. The 
Rev. Bertyn Farris, pastor of the First 
Methodist Church, Eugene, Oregon, will 
assume his new post on June 1. He suc- 
ceeds Dr. Jesse M. Baper, who is retir- 
ing after 22 years as head of the depart- 
ment. 

During his pastorate in Eugene, Mr. 
Farris’ church has doubled in membership, 
now having a congregation of 2,000. He 
has led denominational evangelism cam- 
paigns in four states. He is president of 
the Eugene-Springfield Ministerial As- 
sociation and is active in the Oregon 
Council of Churches. 
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Eleven Meetings of World 


Council Assembly Open to Public 


CHICAGO, Il. Christian leaders 
throughout the United States and Canada 
will have the opportunity of attending 
eleven public sessions of the Second As- 
sembly of the World Council of Churches 
when it meets at nearby Northwestern Uni- 
versity, Evanston, Illinois, Aug. 15-31, 
1954. Over 3,000 seats for each session 
will be available to such leaders. Tickets 
at $1. per session or $11. for the series. 
Public sessions are scheduled for the Sun- 
day afternoons of Aug. 15 and 29, the 
evenings of Aug. 16, 17, 18, 20, 22, 23, 24 
and 27 and the Saturday morning of 
Aug. 21. Ticket requests accompanied by 
a stamped, self-addressed envelope should 
be addressed to World Council Tickets, 
1800 Sheridan Road, Evanston, Illinois. 

The Assembly will bring 1500 official 
participants from 161 church bodies scat- 
tered throughout 48 nations of the world. 
It will be the first time such a meeting 
of official church representatives will be 
held in America. 

In addition to the public sessions of the 
Assembly itself, visitors will be able to at- 
tend the Ecumenical Festival of Faith in 
Soldier Field, Chicago, on the Sunday 
evening of Aug. 15 when over 100,000 
persons are expected to participate in the 


WANTED Director of 
eae Christian Education 


with 5 years’ experience. For description 
of position, write to 


Calvary Evangelical and Reformed Church 
Center Ave. & Oley St., Reading, Pa. 


CHURCH BULLETINS 
Every progressive church should 
use Winter’s De Luxe Bulletin 
Boards. Dignified, refined, effec- 
tive and economical. Over 7,000 
IN USE. They increase attend- 
ance, Interest and _ collections. 
Thousands of enthusiastic letters 
from Pastors. Write today for 
illus. Catalog L. H. Winters 
Specialty Co., Davenport, la. 


THE REV. KYLE 
i parcel BULLETIN 


HLUMINATEO BY 
ELECTRICITY: 
THE CAST WORD 1m 
INTERCHANGE ABLE 
STEEL BULLETINS 
WILLLAST A 
LIFE TIME 


most impressive worship experience ever 
planned by the Christian forces of the 
nation. Inquiries should be addressed to 
the Chicago-Midwest Assembly Committee, 
8 S. Dearborn St., Chicago 3, Illinois. 

Another event open to Christian work- 
ers will be a symphony concert to be held 
in Ravinia Park, some ten miles_ north 
of Evanston, on the evening of Aug. 19 
when the host will be the Chicago Sym- 
phony Orchestra. 

An exhibit of great religious paintings 
will also be held in the Art Institute of 
Chicago from July 15 to Aug. 31 which 
will feature a number of paintings from 
the art galleries of Europe. 

Visitors desiring hotel information 
should write to the hotel of their choice or 
to the Greater Chicago Hotel Association, 
105 W. Madison St., Chicago 2. Housing 
is also available for men, women and cou- 
ples in the Y.M.C.A. Hotel, 826 S. Wa- 
bash Ave., Chicago 5, while provisions for 
women visitors only can be secured at the 
McCormick Y.W.C.A. Residence, 1001 N. 
Dearborn St., Chicago 10. 

Of special significance to ministers and 
qualified religious workers will be the Chi- 
cago Ecumenical Institute which will be 
held in six theological campus centers in 
the Chicago area from Aug. 2 to 13. In- 
formation about this was given in the Jan- 
uary Journal, page 39. Inquiries should be 
addressed to Chicago Ecumenical Insti- 
tute, 5757 University Ave., Chicago 37. 


Dr. E. E. Harris Dies 


DAYTON, Ohio — Tue Rev. EvERETT 
Eart Harris, D.D., Editor of Watchward, 
young people’s publication of the for- 
mer United Brethren Church and then As- 
sociate Editor of the Telescope-Messenger, 
general magazine of the Evangelical Unit- 
ed Brethren Church, died on March 10 
1954 of a heart attack. Although retired 
from the publication board for the last 
three years, Dr. Harris had given service 
to Bonebrake Seminary, to the Brotherhood 


58 selections 
and young people 


FOR WORSHIP 


HELEN A. BROWN 


At all bookstores 


Philadelphia 7 


CHORAL READING 


AND INSPIRATION 


Edited by HENRY J. HELTMAN and 


THE WESTMINSTER PRESS “=X 


for children 
of all school ages 


Poretry, hymns, and Bible 
selections, arranged for ef- 
fective choral reading in 
large or small groups, and 
for use by even those lead- 
ers who have no experience 
in directing music or teach- 
ing speech. The selections 
are clearly graded according 
to age-groups. All have been 
chosen for universal appeal 
and usefulness, and have no 
denominational or doctrinal 
“slant.” 


Under 5 copies, $1.00 each. 
5 copies or more, 90c each. 
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International Journal of Religious Educatio 


New Church Projects, and to the pastoratd TT 
of the Hartford Street Church in Dayton.| | 
Dr. Harris was born in 1887 in Jacksoz} 
County, Ohio. He attended Otterbeir 
College and Bonebrake Theological Sem 
inary. During his school years and for two 
years thereafter he was Director of Young 
People’s Work for the Southeast Ohi: 
Conference. In this ministry he initiated 
a correlated and unified program oj} 
Christian education which served as a pat: fe 
tern for denominational organization £ 


1929. 


Dr. Harris became Editor of Watchwora Bi 
in 1926 and continued in this position un‘) : 
til Church Union in 1947. He was a long 
time and faithful member of the Editors) 
Section of the International Council oi] // 


Religious Education and its successor, the) 
Division of Education, National Council) 
of Churches. 


Correction of Prices 


The attractive illustrated folder, con’ 
taining table graces, We Ask the Lor 
Blessing, from the March issue, costs 10c 
each, instead of 07c as announced. It sell! 
for $7. 00 a hundred. | 

The Audio-Visual Resource 
Third Edition, reviewed in April, cost'| 
$5.50 rather than $5.00, as given in thd : 
review. 

These arid other valuable aati i 
available from the Department of Publica] | 
tion, National Council of Churches, " 
East Adams St., Chicago, Illinois. 
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Grover Hartman Goes te) 
South Bend, Indiana 1 J 


INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. — On April | 
Dr. Grover L. Hartman became Execu) 
tive Secretary of the St. Joseph Count; 
Council of Churches, with headquarters in| 
South Bend, Indionat Since 1946 De} 
Hartman as been Director of the sci 
Service Department of the Church Feder) 
ation of Indianapolis. He pioneered it} 
integrating the work of the churches wit! | 
the city, county, state social welfare serv | 
ices and initiated the Indiana Church So} 
cial Workers Fellowship. He also gave) 
special attention to counselling with Dis| 
placed Persons, as well as working with} 
churches in ace services to families. | 


Nite 
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Schauffler College to 
Merge with Oberlin 


CLEVELAND, Ohio — The Schauffler 
College of Religious and Social Work i] 
to merge with the Oberlin Graduate Schoo 
of Theology, beginning with the fall term] 
of 1954, if proposed plans are approved} 
Dr. Grorce P. MicHaErLipes, president 
of Schauffler, Proressor MARLIN Butts} 
and Puoreadou Rutu Lister will join) 
the Oberlin faculty. Oberlin expects to ex} | 
pand its graduate work to prepare leade! 
in religious education and social work 
offering a two-year program leading to the 
degree of Master of Religious Education 

Oberlin and Schauffler have been im) 
ternational, interracial and interdenomi 
national in character. Both have had close 
association with the Congregation 
Christian churches. 
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Winisters Life and Casualty Union.. 


.. actually sells a $6,000 policy at the same price as 
ne usual $5,000 policy! 


hy buy life insurance elsewhere when you are entitled 
» a lower cost “‘preferred risk’’ policy? Professional re- 

“gious workers may benefit by legal reserve life insurance 
t a lower rate. 


he Savings are substantial. An individual can buy our 
“asurance at $2 to $7 per thousand less, depending on his 
ge and the type of policy. 


ew, Double Protection Plan gives you twice as much 
“asurance at only 25% to 35% added cost. As an ex- 
“mple, at 35 years of age, a man pays only $53.83 the 
rst year and $71.83 thereafter for a $5000 policy on the 
‘ouble protection plan. Think what $5000 would mean 
° the happiness and well-being of your family! 


tteeeeeccecsseseeerccsssesescessseeecsssessonenees 


_ YOUR SALESMAN —THE MAILMAN! 


For fifty years, we have sold insurance entirely by mail. You 
benefit by saving the usual sales commission on life, health, ac- 
cident and hospital insurance—plus the fact that there is no 
one to “pressure” you into buying. Your questions and prob- 
lems are invited. We do our best to mail you an answer quickly, 
clearly, completely. You can save by mail! 


Tell Your Friends! THE MINISTERS LIFE AND CASUALTY UNION 
All policies are also avail- (Legal Reserve Non-Assessable Life Insurance) ne en 
able to male and female re- 106 Ministers Life Bldg., Minneapolis 16, Minn. = ¥, 


ligious education directors, 4 : 
a : 33 nai Gentlemen: Please send me at once information on your double protection plan. 
priests, rabbis, Salvation 
Army and YMCA workers, 
faculty members of church 


sponsored schools & colleges. 
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THE PRAYER OF THE 
CHURCH UNIVERSAL 


Meditetions on the Lord’s Prayer 
By Marc Beegner ‘ 
Translated by Howard Schomer 


To help men and women earnestly Pray the 
Lord’s Prayer, this beautiful Serie: of med- 
itations points us to its deepest imeening. 


Here is new awareness of “.e tie that 
binds Christians of every “deromination, 
every tongue, every nation- new insights 
into the prayer of the Church Universal. 


Written by one of the ‘foremost leaders of 
of European Protestantism, THE PRAYER 
OF THE CHURCH UNIVERSAL is a de- 
votional book on: ‘the Lord’s Prayer—a 
searching study of the meaning of all pray- 
er—an appeal fot the Christian unity that 
Christ himself prayed for. PustisHED May 
10. $1.75 


CHRISTIANITY, 
COMMUNISM, 
AND HISTORY 


A critique of the Marxian and Christian 
views of history, with particular emphasis 
on the Reformation sects. 


By William Hordern 


These penetrating chapters cut straight to 
the heart of the fundamental antagonism 
between Christianity and Communism. 


Dr. Hordern turns from _ oft-repeated 
charges and counter-charges to fresh sources 
in his effort to clarify the ideological prob- 
lem of our age. Using the small sects of the 
Reformation as a basis of comparison, he 
brings out the dangerous outward similar- 
ities—the very essential inner differences— 
in our two great world powers. 


Here is a forceful restatement of the 
Christian hope—a book for all who today 
strive to meet the half-truths of Communism 
with the whole truth of the Christian gos- 
pel. PustisHep May 10. $2.50 


GUIDING CHILDREN IN CHRISTIAN GROWTH 
At 


children, young people, and adults. A basic study for pastors, superintend- 


CHRISTIAN TEACHING IN 
THE CHURCHES 


Religleus education today—ifts nature, scope, 
and purpose. 


By JOHN Q. SCHISLER. The “what and why” of 
Christian teaching in the local church— Praia ig 
tives; the special challenges it faces tod: ay; particular responsibilities F) 


ents, afid teachers—a comprehensive analysis of the problems to be met, 
with sound, usable methods of approach. & 


The Chapters: Christian Teaching Is Essential—Our Objectives in Christia ni 
Education—Parents and Teachers of Children—Leaders of Youth—Adults 
Belong in the Church School—The Church School and Its Constituent 
Parts—The Pastor and the Church-School Superintendent—The Relation 
of Worship and Christian Teaching—Evangelism—Religion and Public 
Schools—Christian Education: The Basis of Co-operation and Chure 
Union—Summary and Review. $2.5( 0 


And These Leadership Training Texts— 


First Series 


OUR PUPILS AND HOW THEY LEARN 


By FRANCES COLE McLESTER. The large and small problems common 
to every church-school teacher and officer. The chapters deal with such 
practical topics as: ““Why Should We Study Our Pupils?” “What Are I 
Interested In?” “How Do They Learn?” “How Do They Feel Abo 
Things?” “How Do They Grow in Religion?” 75 


WHAT IS TEACHING? 


By FRANCES COLE McLESTER. An ansiver to the teacher’s basic q 
tions about teaching—leading to deeper. understanding of how to guide 
religious growth of persons of all ages. Chapters discuss aims, lesson 
als, preparation, methods of teaching, and how to become a better teacher 

75 cent 


Second Series 


TEACHING IN THE CHURCH SCHOOL 


By FRANCES COLE McLESTER. How learning takes place—the teacher 
part in the learning process—the importance of knowing the commu 
and environment that influence the lives of pupils. A broad, clear ¢ 
of teaching—explaining purpose, methods, and materials. 


By MARY ALICE JONES. Nontechnical, rich in illustrations, these cha 
ters deal specifically and helpfully with vital factors in the child’s 


All development—growth, interests, needs, and capacities. Covering beg 
primary, and junior groups, they are prepared for reading and discuss 
Included are suggestions on organizing a class and using effective te: 
materials. 


GUIDING WORKERS IN CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


By FRANK M. McKIBBEN. A practical guidebook for all Christian lez 
ers who are responsible for training and developing other church w 
Tested, concrete ways for undertaking and successfully carrying on a pr 
gram of improved supervision in church schools, Sunday evening 
ships, and weekday church groups. 
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